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Lessons from Emery IXU—DHZ
Choose those who choose you BIRTBERINEB R E,
Trust those who trust you BRI EBIDANZEETDIE,

Ignore those who ignore you HRIZFEITDANEIEE T DL,



Rapid Rise in “Rescue” Businesses

n 2025, 163 animals - 72 dogs, 62 cats and 29 other animals

found their forever homes through ARK. These figures are a tes-
tament to the constant support we receive from our supporters.
We are deeply grateful that we were chosen from many to rescue,
shelter and rehome these animals.

Over the past ten years, “rescued” dogs and cats have been fea-
tured frequently on TV: people are increasingly aware of them.
Sadly, this increase in awareness has led to a new group of busi-
nesses we call “rescue businesses”. Outlets for animals unwanted
by breeders pose as legitimate welfare agencies, enticing well-
meaning people with “rescued” animals.

We hear an increasing number of complaints, such as: 'l gave up
on adopting because the fees at another rescue organization were
exorbitantly high,' "My request to surrender an animal was rejected
simply because of its age,' or 'l adopted an animal from a group,
but medical history and pre-existing conditions were not explained
at all.' This makes me seriously question just how many rescue or-
ganizations across the country are actually operating with the best
interests of the animals in mind.

| wonder what image springs to mind when you hear the terms
'rescued dog' or 'rescued cat’. Perhaps you picture a poor soul
saved from a horrific environment, or one who narrowly escaped
being ‘euthanized’ at a public shelter.

Rescue businesses exploit these precise images; their core es-
sence is entirely different to organizations like ARK. These groups
are experts at manipulating social media influence: they showcase
photos of adorable puppies and kittens specifically to drive en-
gagement and plant impressions.

It is not simply a matter of any means to an end. Not every method
of finding homes for animals without them is okay. If we operate
according to the best interests of the animal, the list of respon-
sibilities naturally grows: Are we providing proper medical care,
including spaying and neutering, to prevent the cycle of overpopu-
lation? Do we truly understand the personality and traits of each
individual animal? Is the environment they are kept in while under
our care aligned with the 'Five Freedoms'? Is the matching proc-
ess between the animal and the potential owner appropriate?

With a quick search on social media, you can find countless dogs
and cats looking for homes. At ARK, we also use social media to
share the reality of rescue and rehoming. We have experienced
the power of this influence firsthand: for example, a single adop-
tion promotion video that reaches tens of thousands of views can

Haruna Akiyama
result in a flood of 'Initial Assessment' applications.

However, among those applications, there are always those who
withdraw before even reaching the interview stage. They stop and
reconsider, realizing, 'We discussed it as a family again, and real-
istically, think it would be too difficult." This moment of pause and
reflection is crucial.

The adoption process at ARK proceeds only after the submis-
sion of an Initial Assessment Application and a formal interview
with every family member who will be living with the animal.This
process is not only indispensable for ensuring a successful match
between the animal and the person, but it also serves as a vital
period for applicants to truly reflect on whether they are ready to
welcome an animal into their lives. In this sense, it acts as a safe-
guard against impulsive adoptions. Someone might apply to adopt
simply because they want to 'save that one animal' they saw on
social media. If an organization completes an adoption immedi-
ately upon receiving an application, | would say that they are no
different from a commercial pet shop.

Whether you are looking to adopt or seeking a place to surrender
an animal to, please do not get lost in the vast 'ocean' of the inter-
net. Instead, seek out organizations that operate with the animals
as their primary focus.

Visit adoption events and shelters in person. Look closely at the
animals' condition, their expressions, and their living spaces. Is
detailed information provided about their history—such as how
and when they arrived? Does the care seem thorough? Do the ani-
mals look like they are truly cherished?

Be wary of any organization that does not allow shelter visits. A
refusal to let you see their facility is a major red flag.

The number of people wishing to welcome a rescue dog or cat into
their lives has grown significantly. Unfortunately, there are organi-
zations and ‘activists’ who exploit this goodwill, prioritizing profit
over the welfare of the animals.

If you—or anyone you know—are considering adopting a pet from
a rescue group, please use these points as a guide. Should you
have any concerns or find yourself in a difficult situation regarding
your pets, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at ARK.

We will continue to reflect deeply on what is needed to turn the tide
for animal welfare in Japan—which grows more complex by the
day—and what role ARK can play in leading that change.
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| am very grateful for all your help when
| was adopting Han Solo, now known as
Kohaku, or Haku for short. He has now
been part of our family for a while, so |
wanted to let you know how he is doing.
Perhaps owing to the change in
environment, he was sometimes a little
mischievous at first, but now seems to
have completely adjusted to his life with
us. He enjoys 2-3 hours a day roaming
free in the house and now weighs about
2kg. I've attached a photo of him at his grooming session.

He’s also found a favorite spot where he goes to rest when he's
tired. Watching him lie there, sleepily licking his paws or the
mat like a little baby, is so incredibly adorable that our whole
family feels joy every single day. We are truly grateful to ARK for
connecting us with such a wonderful family member as Kohaku.
We will continue to look after him with all the love and care in the
world so he can live a happy, peaceful life.

Kohaku (Han Solo)
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Animals in War Zones

ountries and regions embrace peace when it follows a war,
Coften swearing never to repeat past mistakes. A glance at the
map below shows that fierce wars are being waged in the Middle
East, Eastern Europe and Africa. We read in the news about how
the wars threaten lives and livelihoods across the globe.

Many of our supporters undoubtedly read reports of overcrowded
shelters and restricted supplies of pet food and medicine in the
war zones themselves. Perhaps some have also considered what
could happen at ARK if petrol (gasoline) becomes prohibitively
expensive or even unavailable; staff at ARK are discussing the
measures we may need to take.

Animals are often the "silent victims" of war, facing unique horrors
that vary based on the culture, geography, and the era of the con-
flict. Throughout history, animals have suffered during and after
wars. In Japan, families were obliged to give up their beloved pets
for pelts during WW2. In 1944, as Japan faced extreme short-
ages of materials for military uniforms (specifically for pilots and
soldiers in cold climates like Manchuria), the government ordered
the systematic slaughter of pet dogs and cats. Their fur was used
to line flight suits and winter coats. In 1943, the Tokyo govern-
ment ordered the poisoning or starvation of "dangerous" animals
at Ueno Zoo (including beloved elephants like John, Tonky, and
Wanly) out of fear that they might escape during air raids and ter-
rorize the public.

During the Bosnian War and the Siege of Sarajevo, the break-
down of civil society led to thousands of pets being left behind.
When Elizabeth Oliver and | visited Bosnia, we met “strays” of
all species - domestic and farm animals - wandering the streets.
People struggled to feed their human families and often found
themselves unable to care for their animals. Abandoned animals
often accidentally triggered landmines, which served as a grim
indicator for human soldiers of where "dead zones" were located.

We received some wonderful news!
During a recent vet visit, Wahoo officially
tested negative for heartworm. It is a huge
milestone, and we couldn’t be happier for
him.

Even aside from that great news, Wahoo
is thriving. He has transformed from a
dog who could only manage a 10-minute
walk to an explorer who enjoys 40-minute
strolls! He’s becoming quite the social
butterfly, too, curiously approaching
people he meets on his walks.

Perhaps most touching of all is his bond
with his new canine sibling—the two of them are often found
curled up together in a single bed.

Julie Okamoto

Even years after the war, the stray dog population in Bosnia re-
mained a significant social issue, with animals suffering from lack
of medical care and starvation.

In current 2026 conflicts, the primary issue is the total collapse of
the supply chain. In Iran, people fleeing the war have left dogs and
cats in their apartments. With over 3 million people displaced, the
outlook is grim: food and space are extremely limited. Worldwide
animal welfare organizations are lobbying for pet food to be clas-
sified “emergency supplies”, but these requests have not yet been
granted. Large predators (lions, tigers, and bears) require massive
amounts of meat, which is currently being prioritized for human
consumption. There are growing concerns that zoo animals may
be euthanized or simply left to starve. Captive animals in urban
zoos suffer from extreme stress and "shellshock" due to the sonic
booms and explosions from the ongoing air campaigns.

Currently, ARK does not have accurate information on which do-
mestic shelters in the war zones listed below are reliable places to
donate to. Please keep an eye on our website for updates.

Wars are currently waging in the following regions:

The Middle East: Dominated by the ongoing war in Iran, the war
in Gaza, and the regional spillover into Lebanon and Yemen.
Eastern Europe: The frontline in Ukraine remains a primary site
of large-scale interstate combat.

East Africa: Sudan is currently experiencing one of the world's
most severe civil wars, with significant territorial shifts between
the SAF and RSF.

Southeast Asia: The civil war in Myanmar between the military
junta and various ethnic armed organizations and the People's
Defense Forces.

Central and Western Africa: Active civil conflicts and insurgencies
continue in Mali, Burkina Faso, Somalia, and the eastern Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo.

J7—DEFETI. ELWIENH
DEU, EADLEENDZH >
EDTHRRICENTIT>IEDTY
P71 VFHEEICE - TVWE
Uz, (%HE(DVJJ%%:; sA L)
IEFICHERKBREHD L. T
ﬂb\’)‘ri\/\kut_ LTWET, &
& BEHHR. AET NESEZFDA
DORANCEZSELRED. AITEBNT
ElOMNFEEWVWSREUTT,
BSEREDNRICEKLEIIFTI0DF
EDERHETLENSIF402<5W
WoLKDHIFBEIITHEDE L
HEREDETHEHRRLT—DODRYRIC2ATETIEOUET,
T4 ZVTREICEBIONMELGERBEHM AT X—JLEE
TWelEEFE U, SBREB LB ULIBEVWWELET,

A DRDEIIE

WD EDORICEMASINZEE, BVt EDBEE gD
$ REBVWEENVET, UL, BEOHRIBRIcBZBIF L §
REMRZLTTZ 7UATHEULWREDRNTWDDONIRETT, —1—
AT WHNCEBENAHRROGEESLEENLTVWEADERERD
5NTVWET,

YIR—F—DESIOHPICIE. BMICH DI o)L —DBEEIREP,
Ry hT7—R - EEZOMBRHIRICETZLR—NZEBICEhiAHE L
‘C“bck5o e AVIVRDEEL. HDVWEBAFSZIEEICH 15
BT VICEDESBEENHINZERELTVWEADBVNSESLP 2D
bniﬂ'/v KB F—TDRYVIETH. SRLBERBIFERICDL
THEMZERTVET,

B BIELIELIE. D "MEbhEKRE EBDET, TOELH
& b PR, BRICK>TIEIETY, BEEIRDENIL, 8-
HEEBUCEYIEIIBICEHERVSNTEE U,

BATH, ETRMFERERICRKERADRY b ER ELTELE
FENEBMITIOSNBENHDIY, 1944F, BER KITHMNEE

ZpHICH < E P/ Oy NA) OEMDRIKICRE LB, BUS
FREDOREEEBRICRLALU. TDERZRITRPHEEDOR M
B L5mUEU, Ffe. 1943FICIFRR - LEFBYE T, ZEIFIC
RFHLTNZY I ZS|SRITENDHZELT Jav hvF— 7

VU—EWSBEINY U EED TR Ic50FERCEELIG L5
E Y/

RAZFEET ZTRBEDORE HE2VRTLADRIBICED. BHTHD
Ry MYEDEREINFE Uz, 2016 FICTY PR - AUN—ERRZT7 %
SNTCRR, A BIXEZHESH S ZEED HFR, gt -REHL
SRYNET -ITEBULEUco ARISEDDOREAESZELITTR—
HT BYDOHEEZHETEIENTERLABE>TVWDTY, BEEINL
BN R THIFEZRATUESZEHH D ZFNIRFAICHELE

4 21—

SIC EDOHER) DIBFEMSEREREB>TURVE U, #EEM
SHEFNRBLTH, INRAZT TREERARDBMASRL G REEE L
TED, ZLOFYNEFRTRENAICELHE U,

IR7E (2026%F) OMFICE T BRADE BRI Y754 F— VDL
IRERIETY, 1T Tld. AN SRNDALD T/II—MTRPHEZEZRL
EERFHHELTWET, 3000 ANZB I BHERNEELTVWBIRRT
& BREZAR—ZHBIKICRBLTHE D, BITSIEREEELTVWET,
HRPDENEEFIAED, Xy hT—R%E TBRERIBEYE, LUTRHD
£5O0E—EFHZHITTWETH BRATZOEBIEEANSNT
WEHA, £lo. FAAVPRS IVRBREDKBEARERICITKEDAN
RETIN RERABORBEDNREBESNTVWET, BIEOEY:
AR INDDN 5D WEEICEHIET D UHEND TIEZRWLHEL
SEBRNEE-OTVWED, MmO YRICKoN BB L. HR
CEBOFBRELBEZICLD FHBIANLRE > TILYayy (3
WY 3v ) 1 IKEUVATWET,

BT, 7— U TRUTICE S 2HEBOERY o ILY—D55, ETH
EETEIZEMETHINEVWSERRBHREZELFEADE TLWEE
ho BRIFIBRICOWTIE, BERFY T 7Y M ESHERRIZS W,

B LT OB TIREIHELWTWET

@ FE: 17V TOME. AT TOESE ZUTLIN/VPALIXIAD
HuIER A 75 R o

@ R VUSAFDEIRIE RARE L TARELREREEEOEHIS
EBHSTWET,

@ ET77VN: R—FrTld, HE (SAF) LEIIGXIEIRRK (RSF) O
<. fﬁ?ﬁ?:ai% EZ)BZARED—DH W TWNET,

@ EKFEFYT: TryN—Tlk BEEBIESSVHREREZNE LV
ERB5ER (PDF) EDRENHFVNTWETD,

@ FR-FEmFIVA: XU, TIFFTrY. VYTV AVITREHMNE
HEBHRE T A RELDREVLTWE T,

GLOBAL CONFLICTS (NON-CRIMINAL): UKRAINE, IRAN, GAZA, LEBANON, LEBANON
YEMEN, DR CONGO, SOMALIA, MALI, BURKINA FASO, MYANMAR.

HIGHLIGHTED REGIONS: ACTIVE IHTEBSTRTE AND CIVIL WARS [Em.lillllﬂi I‘il,HﬁfIJﬁlIli GONFLICTS) | DATA AS OF APRIL 2025.




Keeping Your Dog Safe Julie Okamoto / B XDRE&%ZF3f=®Ic FE& J1—

hen dogs are adopted from ARK, we ask them to ensure
Wthe dog wears suitable accoutrements. Specifically, we ask
that the leash is attached to a well-fitting harness, the ID tag to
his collar and in some cases that he also wears a Martingale Col-
lar with an extra leash attached to it. The Martingale Collar is the
last vestige when a dog wiggles out of his harness. If he were only
wearing a collar with a lead attached to it, it would only take a few
back-steps for him to be gone.

When a dog is on the run, he is often confused and frightened. The
owner he loves is not on the other end of his leash. He may run into
an unpopulated area, or onto a road. He may starve or be injured
before the probably frantic owner finds him.

We know that many people who have had dogs before have only
used a collar and lead. The owners probably think that if that dog
was safe, the next one will be safe. Sadly, they are only safe until
they are not.

There’s another reason your dog deserves to have his leash at-
tached to his harness: they reduce the risk of neck and spine in-
jury, maximising comfort and making on-the-leash training more
enjoyable.

We know your dog is important
to you. Protect his neck and his
safety with the right equipment -
a strong (non-retractable) leash
and a well-fitting harness and
collar. If he’s timid or flighty, add
a Martingale Collar and another
leash. You might also consider a
tracking device.

It’s been two months since Hamo and Eso joined
our home! They are eating well and their litter box
habits are perfect. While they still hide during the
day, they truly come alive at night! At around 2:00
AM, Hamo starts meowing for a food refill or to
have the AC adjusted, while Eso keeps himself
busy working on the scratching posts before
settling down. | am now truly an early riser and get
up no later than 4:30. | used to be woken up at 3:30
AM by my other cat, Malacca, when he tapped
my arm for food—now | have Hamo meowing by
my bed! Even though they still run away when | get too close,
I’'m patiently waiting for the day they’ll let me brush them. Hamo
has a bit of a sensitive stomach, but otherwise, the 'Kamaboko
Brothers' are doing wonderfully well and keeping me on a very
healthy early-morning routine.
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[New Release] The "Hachiware Awase" Card Game Debuts This April!
[FrEmmlKey N EHEH O ICHEE2H | TN\FILHDbEIH4RICES

ollowing the massive success of our first
Frelease, "Kuroneko (Black Cat) Awase,"
we are thrilled to announce the second install-
ment in the series: "Hachiware (Tuxedo Cat)
Awase," officially launched this April.

Since its release in October 2025, the original
"Kuroneko Awase" has sold over 10,000 units
and remains so popular that it currently has a
two-month backorder on major e-commerce
sites.

Both decks feature a nostalgic lineup of "ARK

Alumni"—cats that have successfully gradu-

ated from our shelters. While the cats may look similar at first
glance, the game challenges players to spot the unique differ-
ences between individuals. This versatile set offers six different
ways to play, including:

*Memory (Concentration): Match the pairs by identifying subtle
physical traits.

* Gender Baccarat: A unique twist on the classic card game.
*Wan-Nyan Karuta: A fast-paced matching game for animal lov-
ers.

The Story Behind the Collaboration

This project was made possible through a special connection
with Hyakumanvolt Co., Ltd., introduced to us by a dedicated
supporter who has been an adopter across two generations of
their family.

The CEO of Hyakumanvolt, Mr Sakai, is a fellow rescue advocate
who lives with two rescue cats of his own. His deep affection for
animals aligned perfectly with our mission, leading to the creation
of this card game where rescue cats are the true stars.

Going Global

Currently, the game is available at ARK adoption events and
special functions. However, due to surging demand from in-
ternational fans—particularly in Thailand, Taiwan, and Hong
Kong—an international version has been earmarked for
release! Moving forward, the game will also become avail-
able at major lifestyle and variety stores across Japan. A
Must-have for ARK Fans This is a wonderful opportunity to
see the happy faces of our former residents while enjoying
some family fun. Plus, a third installment is already in pro-
duction! We hope you take this chance to bring a piece of
ARK’s success stories into your home. A Message from Mr.
Sakai (CEO, Hyakumanvolt): "While | haven’t had many op-
portunities to be directly involved in rescue activities before,
I am truly honored to collaborate on a project that provides
tangible support for these animals. | look forward to staying
actively involved in whatever way | can in the future."
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Continuing Education

t is not uncommon for us to take in animals with epilepsy. Some
Ianimals come to us already appropriately diagnosed, while
many others experience their first episode after arriving at the
shelter. While seizures can, unfortunately, be fatal, we have seen
the condition managed successfully in many animals through
medication and regular check-ups. Furthermore, many of these
animals have been welcomed into understanding homes and are
now living happily as cherished family members.

In this lecture, we were taught vital points for management of
the condition, regarding the period from the onset of a seizure
to seeking veterinary care. Since seizures can happen anytime,
anywhere, and without warning, we would like to share this infor-
mation so our readers can be prepared for an emergency.

Epileptic Siezures
During Dr. Yuko Nishiyama, DVM’s visit to ARK in March, she gave
a lecture on the topic of epileptic seizures for ARK staff.

1. Stay calm and ensure safety

The most important thing to do when you discover an animal hav-
ing a seizure is to stay calm. It is natural to feel panicked when
seeing an animal in distress, but your actions in that moment pro-
vide critical information for future treatment.

+ Clear the Area: During a seizure, animals may move violently
or unpredictably. Move objects away to ensure they don't hit their
head or otherwise injure themselves.

* Remove Water Hazards: They may accidentally submerge their
face in a water bowl, so keep hazardous items away.

+ Keep Hands Away from the Mouth: This is crucial. Even the
gentlest animal can reflexively bite while unconscious during a
seizure. It is very dangerous to put your hands near their mouth.

2. Time the seizure

Please time the duration of the seizure. Most seizures subside
within 1 to 2 minutes. However, a seizure lasting more than 5 min-
utes is called "status epilepticus" and is a life-threatening emer-
gency.

Moe Kojima

This 5-minute mark is critical because it is the limit for how long
the brain and organs can survive without sufficient oxygen and
nutrients. During a seizure, breathing is often inadequate, putting
the body at risk of

oxygen deprivation. Knowing exactly how long the seizure lasted
is vital information for determining a treatment plan.

3. Video the epileptic episode

If possible, video the seizure. A short clip of about 20 seconds is
sufficient. This video is an incredibly helpful diagnostic tool for
your veterinarian.

4. Seek Veterinary Care Immediately

Always take the animal to a veterinary clinic after a seizure oc-
curs. In the case of a seizure lasting over 5 minutes, every second
counts. Prolonged seizures cause the body temperature to rise,
leading to a state similar to heatstroke. While transporting the ani-
mal, you can help by covering them with a wet towel and fanning
them to keep them cool.

5. Identify the Cause

A seizure does not always mean the animal has epilepsy. Seizures
can be caused by many factors, including poisoning, kidney or
liver disease, hypoglycemia, brain tumors, or hydrocephalus. A
professional examination is essential to identify the root cause.

6. Environmental Adjustments

If you know an animal is prone to seizures, we recommend pre-
paring their environment in advance. This might include installing
a monitoring camera or switching to a shallow water bowl to pre-
vent drowning.

ARK’s New Emergency Protocols
ARK has developed a comprehensive Emergency Response
Manual based on Dr Nishiyama'’s lecture. It includes the following:

+ Step-by-step procedures from discovery to hospital arrival.

+ "Emergency Kits" containing necessary supplies.

- Emergency contact lists.

* Recording sheets to track temperature and heart rate during
transport.

Ready to be charmed? See our animals on SNS E - E

Watch for daily updates on animals looking for homes on ARK’s SNS. H

We’ve been broadcasting live since 2022 from each of three facilities to .

show you how fantastic they are! You’ll see our animals in their normal I

environments and get all the latest information on adoption fairs and E

other special events. Don’t forget to like and follow us! Instagam_ARK Instagam
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These tools are useful for any household with pets. We have also
installed emergency buzzers to alert nearby staff and reviewed
our internal communication systems. This represents a significant
step forward for ARK.

Because we deal with life-or-death emergencies, we are commit-
ted to building our knowledge and preparedness. We will continue
to strive for correct judgment and swift action to save lives!
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A legacy of compassion

elp build their future - remember our animals in your will. We
Hall hope to make a difference where it counts. ARK’s mis-
sion is to ensure that every animal we rescue receives the highest
standard of care and an opportunity for a new life.

A legacy gift—no matter the size—is a powerful way to sustain our
sanctuaries in Nose and Sasayama. It allows us to plan for the
future with confidence, knowing that our commitment to trans-
parency and ethical rescue is backed by your enduring support.

Will you join our Legacy Circle?
See our website (https://arkbark.net/en/support/bequests/) for
details.
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Hana Afiff (Nose Office)

grew up surrounded by animals, mostly cats because
I there are many stray cats in my country. Thanks to that,
| realized how much | love animals and | often thought
that if possible, | would like to work in a place where | am
surrounded by animals and help support their welfare.
Since then, | have always dreamed that if | had the
chance to work in a place where | could support animals,
| would love to give it a try. By chance, | came across a
job advertisement for ARK, and thanks to that opportu-
nity | can now work at ARK and hopefully help improve
the lives of the animals here.
| only started working here recently, so | still lack experi-
ence. However, | hope to get used to the job quickly and do my
best to support the team and the animals.
Thank you for your support!
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Yohei Shimojo (Maintenance and Logistics Coordinator)
TE FFE ATFYR & AIRTAYYI A—TFT141x—5—)

y name is Yohei Shimojo. | officially started working for ARK
M in December 2025.

About 10 years ago, | learned the plight of animals that lose their
lives in public pounds and decided to try to make a difference.
| looked at a number of animal welfare organizations and was
deeply moved by ARK'’s philosophy and stance on the care of its
animals. This led me to adopt a dog from them. While | wished
| could save every one of them, | recognized the reality of the
situation and decided to contribute to it through donations and
working as a volunteer.

When my beloved dog passed, my desire to make a difference
in this field intensified, in turn leading me to a career change. |
believe that by

Following the passing of my beloved dog from ARK, my desire
to make a greater impact in this field intensified, leading me to
pursue a career change. Although my primary role in maintenance
doesn't involve direct animal care, | believe that by creating an
efficient environment for our staff, | am ultimately improving the
quality of life for the animals. Being entrusted with a wide range
of responsibilities—including labor management and logistics—is
incredibly rewarding.

| am deeply committed to carrying on Elizabeth Oliver’s vision
through my work here.
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Akira Kobayashi (Nose office staff)

started working for ARK in 2018 and have dedi-
Icated nearly eight years to caring for our dogs,
cats, and rabbits—spending about two years at
the Nose facility followed by six years at Sasaya-
ma. Before joining ARK, | worked at pet shops
and for breeders to broaden my perspective on
the pet industry. While | met many people there
who truly loved animals, | also experienced the
cruel contradiction of treating living beings as a
business.

Although | have lived with animals since child-
hood, | didn't originally set out to pursue a career
in this field. However, my growing concern for
animal welfare led me to consider what | could do for them. This
inspired me to become a certified groomer and, after joining ARK,
to earn my qualification as a veterinary nurse.

At the end of last year, | was reassigned to the Nose headquar-
ters to take on administrative duties. While | sometimes miss the
daily direct interaction with the animals, | am eager to apply the
knowledge and experience I've gained on the front lines to my
new role as a point of contact for ARK. Working for the animals in
an environment surrounded by them remains deeply rewarding.
As | am still new to this position, | am committed to working with
sincerity to ensure our supporters feel confident in their continued
patronage.

Ithasn’teven been a week since
Blossom joined our family, but
she is fitting in beautifully. For
the first few days, she was so
eager for affection that she
couldn’t even settle down for
a nap. Now, she’s finding her
own rhythm, discovering her
favorite spots, and even snoring
away comfortably.

Blossom is a dream at night— M

she sleeps soundly in her crate without any fuss. Blossom is
definitely a “foodie”. We're working on those tendencies (we're
thinking about installing a kitchen gate soon!), but she is a perfect
lady around the house. On walks, she is learning to navigate
the world safely. We use a muzzle to make sure she doesn’t
pick up and eat anything she shouldn’t. While she’s still a bit
cautious around other dogs, she absolutely loves getting head
scratches from new human friends, the other dogs’ owners. We
are committed to moving at her pace and ensuring she feels safe
and loved. Thank you, ARK, for this wonderful girl!"

« Blossom / 7OvHL
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2025 Reunion Party

espite the off-and-on rain and the muddy conditions under-

foot, all of us on the staff would like to express our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who joined us. Even with the poor weather, we
had 118 people and 63 dogs participate, and merchandise sales
reached ¥280,298.
We are excited to announce that this year’s event will be held on
Saturday, October 18th. In case of rain, it will be postponed to
Saturday, October 31st. We're crossing our fingers for clear au-
tumn skies and look forward to seeing you all again!
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We adopted Charlie when we first
got married; he has been the heart of
our family ever since. Our first child,
a daughter, was born not long after
Charlie came, then our son after that.
We think he probably arranged that for
us! Of course the children grew bigger
than him, but Charlie always knew he
was the “first born”!

Charlie, whom we adopted 16 years ago, was
originally one of three brothers who came to
ARK together. The others were named Se-
bastian and Figaro. Charlie’s brothers went
to my English teacher and he came to us.

Now a dignified16-year-old gentleman, he is
gracefully navigating the challenges of old
age and kidney disease. He is, sadly, slow-
ing down. He has grown up alongside our
children, acting as a gentle guardian and 'big
brother' throughout their school years and exams. Thank you,
ARK, for the wonderful bond you helped create. We cherish every
moment with our sweet Charlie.

We know Charlie’s kidneys won’t last forever, but we hope we’ll
have him for a long time yet. We want him to eat whatever he likes
and stay free from stress. Our only regret is that we didn’t know
about his illness sooner.
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Badger passed over Rainbow Bridge in autumn 2008 but he
continues to send his letter to ARK.

| get it. Dogs are so great that folks get one and they want
another one. Double the fun? Sure. Double trouble? That too.
But what happens when they start to like only one of them?
Let me tell you what happened to a couple of dogs | know.
Olly and Rolly, both puppies, got along okay at first. Then
Olly got a bit more mischievous than his more placid house-
mate. Maybe he sometimes got annoyed with Rolly, because
he knew he has to work so much harder just to get atten-
tion, even negative attention. It didn’t seem fair. Maybe it was
Rolly's fault?

That’s when things went downhill fast. Olly found himself in
a playpen all day, while Rolly is the king of the sofa, or on the
owner’s lap. Naturally, he tried to chew his way out. He might
have destroyed a bit of furniture, too. Why wouldn’t he? Rolly
is on the sofa and he’s in jail.

Then the two dogs, both intact boys, start to fight. What
would my friends at ARK do? They’d want both dogs to feel
loved. They’d want them both to be neutered. Maybe they’d
recommend a trainer to help the owner learn how to make
that happen. That’s not what this owner did, though. Olly
stayed in his cell while Rolly got all the attention. When he
growled, his owner didn’t think about the benefits of training
or neutering, he decided to bring Olly to ARK because “his
behaviour was unacceptable”.

So Olly came to ARK. When he was neutered, the vet found
that all his teeth had been surgically shortened in a process
called “denivelling”. It is a form of mutilation that’s illegal in
many countries. Poor Olly! What a life!

Fast forward to his life at ARK. Olly turned out to be one of
the nicest chaps you could meet! He found a home in a mat-
ter of weeks and is living his best life with an adoring family
that knows how lucky they are to have him. Aren’t dogs just
marvelous?

HARICEWNCEEZSINTH. BBEAZEL. BUERZESET D, Ko
T AYICEBS UVWEELEBDRVLNN?

For dogs: Dietary support food - urinary
support, digestion support, FrontLine,
MyFreeGuard

For cats: Dietary support food - urinary
support, digestion support, adult/senior
dried food, FrontLine, MyFreeGuard
Other: Cloth duct tape, paper towels,
toilet paper, 45 litre rubbish bags, deck
brushes, long-handled brooms, boxed
tissues, puppy pads (wide or larger),
laundry detergent, washing machines
(8kg or larger - please contact us first if

the washing machine is not new), used

newspapers
You can support us just by shopping on Amazon or sending us a gift

from our Amazon Wish List!
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Calling ARK?

ARK Office 7— V=5

Tel: 072-737-0712 <10:00~16:00>
Fax:072-737-1886

R-kEBARKERESBETVWEEERY,

Office closed on Mondays and Wednesdays

Visiting ARK?

Office hours 77—/ DRI

B &Y /Potential adopters: 11:00~15:00
B2 %52 /0ther: 10:00~15:00
KSREDBIFERICSFHSIEIW,

*Please email or phone our office and make an

appointment

<T—=VIERDADDEZEH/T. ZNICEIESFELTVET>
1. RELCEMIDDEDT 7. 2L —=2 00 BRERL

2. EENTEINTLKBRPIZ1RL T T b DREFIT

3. BARDEIEALKED R _E DT DEFHTEED. FHHENDHE
4. EBKEDE IR Y — [EILT— ) DIEER

ARK's Enduring Principles
1. The basics - caring, rehabilitating, rehoming
2. Neutering

- the key to reducing numbers of unwanted animals
3. Raising the bar

- improving welfare standards through education
4. State-of-the-art shelter - Sasayama ARK

9/13

9/14 Green Dog & Cat FE#H =

Green Dog & Cat Kobe Main Shop Adoption Fair
KO+ F a7y v/ VEHR% / K Natural Japan Adoption Fair

9/21
9/27-28 LFZFBRAAR ILFRICTERS

Yamate Gakuin High School Culture Festival adoption fair

10/4 TEHRABEEHRS / Senri Chuo Koen adoption fair
10/4 Dog Salon Tommy £%i% / Dog Salon Tommy Adoption Fair
10/7 HEMFAYZA>T—23v7 / Corporate Partner Online 12/8
10/11 ADOPTION PARK E#= at UNU
ADOPTION PARK adoption fair at UNU 12/9

10/12 K9FF 2Ly v/ B H% / K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair
Waseda University Orange Cat Cafe charity event

10/12 K9FF 2L v/ BH % / K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

10/19 HEFA#®Z)—>7x X% / Denenchofu Green Festa

10/26 7—7 %% / ARK Reunion
1/1
11/7
11/15 EMIFAYZAVT—02 397

Corporate Partner Online Workshopsippo

11/16 Green Dog & Cat #FE#H&

Dog Salon Tommy E#i% / Dog Salon Tommy Adoption Fair

Dog Salon Tommy £#i / Dog Salon Tommy Adoption Fair
HEFEHSBBAKZER / BCCJ BBA Awards Gala

A/C Numbers
#{E#ES Post Office:

OFEIFEFEFEEAN P=VILL 72—V EHE
Animal Refuge Kansai
00900-0-151103

QY>> YU Fa7' )77 K Sanctuary Fund
00970-9-58799

B=Z2UFRJER{T HHEXE
Mitsubishi UFJ Bank (lkeda branch)
(&)5288059
SEFEFFEEAN FP=VILLT721—IERE
Animal Refuge Kansai

B=HERIRT HAXE
Mitsui-Sumitomo Bank (lkeda branch)
(&) 1472705
SEFEFIFEEAN P=VILLT721—IVERE
Animal Refuge Kansai

HCEREBERZHAAILEIVRITESHADEEIE.
EBRICT—VEBRBFETA—I. T 7Y I AKIEHBEREIC
T REBEL CE BERES EENBTZHEMSELLS,
Please transfer money to ARK via the Post Office if
possible. If you prefer to use a bank transfer, please
let know your name, address, telephone number and
remittance details by email or phone.

SEBDIHDERADW\> S\ REFMT, 7T F U REDT—
ITREREREE AVN\—DHROREPEMICL>TX
ZENTWE T AERBYEZBRITHIC. E—ATHZ
KDARMAWELEE bleUlcEDEEZ SR, 2B
REVETLSODSBBVERL EFET,

ARK's activities, including vaccinations, neutering
fees and medical care are funded by your
generous donations.

Please help animals in need by becoming an ARK
member.

ARK

A Voice for Animals

REREFEFEEEA
PZRILT7a—VBE (7—7)
T563-0131

KR 2 RERBRE 2 HT B B KR 595
Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

Certified NPO ARK Animal Refuge
Kansai

595 Noma Ohara, Nose-cho, Toyono-
gun, Osaka-fu 563-0131 JAPAN

Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

E-mail: ark@arkbark.jp
R—L~R—: www.arkbark.net

WR7—% Tokyo ARK:
Tel/Fax: 050-1557-2763
E-mail: tokyoark@arkbark.jp

X (IBtwitter):
http://twitter.com/arkbark2010

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
animalrefugekansaiARK

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/
animalrefugekansai/

11/23 K9F FaZILI vV EHER

K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

11/26 BEEFK¥2025 SDGs 17 Partnership Fair
Musashino University 2025 SDGs 17 Partnership Fair

11/27 %5FREXP02025 / EXPO 2025

12/3

A= Fr—LxF=IILRRX—> 3 TiktokZ - 7B
Unicharm & Animal Donation Tik Tok Live

12/6 AS U1 >%—7x Xk B#=/ASIJ Winterfest Adoption Fair
TIARANIIRYRF v T «—/—TF« / Christmas Charity

i

Party for Eva & ARK hosted by Mme Dewi Sukarno

1/10

1/18

EBKFHEESR / Lecture @ Hosei University
12/13 neel 2% / neel adoption fair
Dog Salon Tommy 23+ / Dog Salon Tommy Adoption Fair
12/20 BRTF AV N0 5T FrIT4—TVAIZARY S
Tokyo American Club Christmas event
HEHAEZER FrUT—ARV K
Charity event at Kaichi Nihombashi Gakuen
Green Dog & Cat R E#H &

Green Dog & Cat Kobe Main Shop Adoption Fair

2/15

K9+ FaZILY v/ BIRE / K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

2/22 RIUEKEEHS / Motoyama Hoseikan Adoption Fair

Green Dog & Cat Kobe Main Shop Adoption Fair
11/22 )8FYV 2y VRERIEZEES in KR / Panasonic Adoption Fair in Osaka



