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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

My favourite animal altogether is a dog because dogs have
taught me so much and dogs are so faithful, and dogs give
unconditional love, and | don't like to think of a world without
dogs.

Dr Jane Goodall
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SFTS and Community Cats How to Stay Safe Doing TNR
Today | would like to review suggestions related to Severe Fever
with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (hereinafter SFTS) for those of
you doing TNR work with community cats.

Extreme Caution Required

SFTS is an infectious disease which may be transferred from ani-
mals to humans. Numbers of infections are increasing throughout
the nation both in animals and in people.

In some cases, infected dogs, cats and humans may die. The in-
cidence of infection and the associated risks vary by geographic
location, contact with ticks, lifestyle, age and state of health.

The information contained in this passage is not exhaustive and
the suggestions herein represent my own personal opinions.

For further details, please see the Ministry for Health suggestions
and those of the Veterinary Association and your local council.
Please ensure to contact a veterinarian in your locality about your
own pets or community cats.

About SFTS

SFTS is an infectious disease caused by the Banda virus, infecting
humans as well as multiple species including dogs, cats, badgers,
deer, wild boars, raccoon dogs, and foxes. Discovered in China in
2011, it was first confirmed in Japan in 2013. Since then, more than
100 people have been infected and developed the disease annu-
ally in Japan, resulting in approximately 20 to 30 deaths. SFTS is
transmitted by ticks. Wild deer serve as the natural reservoir host
for this virus, and the majority of deer in Japan carry the SFTS vi-
rus. However, deer do not develop the disease or die; they coexist
with the virus. Ticks that feed on the blood of these deer then move
to other wildlife such as raccoon dogs and wild boars, as well as
dogs, cats, and even humans. The SFTS virus is transmitted when
these ticks feed on their blood.

Until recently, SFTS cases were confined to western Japan (south
of the Kansai region). However, infections subsequently spread to
the Chubu region and Kanto, and last year, cases were reported in
Hokkaido: it is now recognized as a nationwide disease present in
virtually all regions.

Virus Transmission and Infection Routes

The tick-borne transmission cycle is as follows:

When a tick feeds on deer blood, the SFTS virus also enters the
tick's body.

That tick then moves to dogs, cats, humans, or wild animals and
feeds on their blood, which in turn results in the infection of the
next host.

The transmission mechanism when ticks are not involved is
as follows:

Blood and bodily fluids from dogs, cats, or humans infected with
SFTS enter the body through contact with another individual.
Transmission occurs via blood or bodily fluids.

Specifically, this includes the blood, saliva, respiratory secretions

(nasal discharge, sputum, etc.), feces, urine, and vomit of infected
individuals.

Infection occurs when these blood and bodily fluids come into
contact with the skin, conjunctiva (eyes), nasal mucosa, oral mu-
cosa, or the skin of animals or humans.

The risk of human infection

The greatest risk of humans contracting the virus from dogs or
cats is by being bitten by an infected animal.

The next greatest risk is that infection can occur by petting an
infected animal or by touching its saliva, secretions, feces, urine,
or in some cases, vomit. The virus can then be transmitted by un-
consciously touching one's own nose, eyes, or mouth. There is
also a risk of infection from handling dishes or litter boxes used
by infected animals. That's frightening! Furthermore, it is known
that SFTS can also be transmitted by touching the carcasses of
humans or animals that died from SFTS. Extreme caution is re-
quired when handling the bodies of dogs or cats that died under
uncertain circumstances.

Incidence and case fatality rates

The infection rate refers to the proportion of the total population
that has previously been exposed to the virus and has antibodies
in their body. The incidence rate is the rate at which individuals
develop symptoms after exposure to the virus. The case fatality
rate is the rate at which individuals who develop symptoms subse-
quently deteriorate and die. However currently, there are not many
studies, and results vary depending on their timing and scale. No
standard conclusion has been reached. Further research is need-
ed in the future.

Canine SFTS

Infection rate: Several percent to several tens of percent.
Incidence rate: Probably less than 10%

Mortality rate: 26-40% (reports are varied)

SFTS in Cats

Infection rate: Unknown, but estimated to be low. No reports indi-
cate high infection rates, including among stray cats.

Incidence rate: Low. Probably less than 10%.

Fatality rate: 60-65%? Higher than in dogs.

Human SFTS

Infection rate: Low, 0.1-1%

Incidence rate: Nearly all infected individuals develop symptoms.
Case fatality rate: 20-30%. Most common in those aged 50 and
above, increasing with age.

Dogs and cats are often asymptomatic, even when infected.
Humans, on the other hand, almost always develop symptoms
once exposed to the virus.

If symptoms appear, one must promptly seek examination and di-
agnosis/treatment from a doctor or veterinarian.

Summary of SFTS Infection in Dogs and Cats
Both dogs and cats can contract SFTS through two routes: when

a tick attaches itself to their body and feeds on their blood, or
through “blood-mucosal contact” with another dog, cat, or wild
animal infected with SFTS. Therefore, sharing feeding bowls or
litter boxes, or even grooming, can transmit the infection. Contact
with carcasses can also lead to infection. However, the vast ma-
jority of individuals do not develop the disease even after contact
with the virus. This means that even animals appearing healthy
may have been exposed to the virus in the past.

Summary of Human SFTS Infection

Humans can become infected through tick bites or blood-to-
mucous membrane contact with infected animals (dogs, cats, hu-
mans). Being bitten or scratched poses the highest risk, but infec-
tion can also occur through petting infected dogs or cats. Infection
can also occur via contact with dishes or litter boxes contaminated
with bodily fluids from infected dogs or cats. Touching the car-
casses of animals that died from SFTS can also lead to infection.
Once humans are infected with the virus, most will develop symp-
toms.

Symptoms of and Testing for the SFTS Virus
While symptoms may vary slightly by species, dogs, cats and hu-
mans generally exhibit the following:

* Fever, lethargy

- Loss of appetite

- Gastrointestinal symptoms: diarrhea, vomiting

- Decreased white blood cells and platelets

- Elevated liver enzymes

+ Impaired kidney function

-Jaundice

- Elevated inflammatory markers

Precautions When Caring for Community Cats

Environmental Persistence of the Virus

As SFTS is an enveloped virus, it does not survive long outside
the host.

It is believed to lose its potency within a maximum of a few hours.
Effective disinfection can be performed easily with 70% alcohol or
with a 100-fold diluted sodium hypochlorite solution. However, it is
difficult to kill the virus within organic matter (feces, vomit, secre-
tions, etc.), so animal excrement should be cleaned up promptly.
Since there is a risk of infection to humans in all cases, protective
gear such as masks, gloves and goggles must be worn.

Given the above transmission mechanism of SFTS, individuals
who come into contact with community cats or stray cats should
take the following precautions. Outdoor cats may have been bitten
by ticks which carry the SFTS virus. Even if they appear healthy
and have a good appetite, they could be asymptomatic carriers of
the virus. They may also be in the incubation period, with symp-
toms potentially emerging tomorrow. Therefore, you should always
be mindful of the following:

1. Do not stroke or touch cats.

2. Avoid getting too close to cats if you can.

3. Wear long pants to prevent them from rubbing against your legs.

4. Use disposable nitrile or latex gloves when handling used dishes
or litter boxes.

If you find a cat that appears visibly ill, suspect SFTS as a possibil-
ity and take the following actions:

1. Report to the local public health center, health and sanitation
department, or center.

2. Do not touch the animal more than necessary.

3. Before approaching, put on gloves, a mask and protective medi-
cal goggles.

4. If you absolutely must take the animal to a veterinary hospital
yourself, do not touch it directly; try to lead it into a carrier.

5. Contact the animal hospital in advance and follow their instruc-
tions.

6. Exercise extreme caution to avoid being bitten or scratched.

For humans, the incubation period is 1 to 2 weeks. If you later ex-
perience symptoms such as fever, chills, fatigue, or nausea, go to
the hospital immediately and inform them that SFTS is a concern.
If you find a dead cat, do not touch it or approach it under any
circumstances. Contact the relevant center or health department.

Precautions When Trapping Cats for TNR

While you likely take care not to get bitten and avoid exciting cats
in everyday situations, here are precautions to take when placing
cats in traps before and after spay/neuter surgery:

1. Above all, take care not to get bitten or scratched.

2. Body fluids like saliva and urine will adhere to the trap. Use thick
gloves and either discard them or wash them immediately after
use.

3. When a cat hisses threateningly, saliva droplets spray out. Wear
a mask and goggles when near traps.

4. Blankets, towels or other items used to cover the trap should be
disposable or washed immediately.

5. Clean and disinfect traps after each use with detergent and
disinfectant bleach. This prevents infection in humans and sub-
sequent cats.

6. Apply flea and tick preventative medication before surgery.

7. If an unwell-looking cat is trapped, consult a veterinarian before
proceeding with surgery.

For pet cats and dogs

Indoor pets likely have a low risk of SFTS infection. However, ticks
can enter indoor spaces.

1. It's best not to let cats outside. Keep dogs indoors except for
walks.

2. Frequently check areas like the neck, around the ears, and be-
tween the toes for ticks.

3. If you've never seen a tick before or after feeding, learn what
they look like.

4. For dogs, use flea and tick prevention regularly.

5. For cats, use preventative medication during tick season. (Regu-
lar use may be recommended depending on your area.)

6. Properly manage and trim weeds around your home, including
near windows and doors.
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7. Avoid placing potted plants or flowers on apartment balconies
whenever possible.

Other Precautions for SFTS Prevention

If wild deer are present in the environment, the risk increases
because deer shed ticks. Additionally, reports indicate that wild
boars, raccoon dogs, raccoons, and masked palm civets can also
become infected with SFTS. To prevent these wild animals from
approaching your home, extra caution should be exercised during
activities like taking out the trash or tending to home gardens.

Summary

The above outlines key points for those caring for pet dogs, cats,
and community cats. As SFTS remains largely unknown and infor-
mation is subject to updates, please stay vigilant. Below are the
primary information sources. Everyone, please take every precau-
tion and stay safe.

From Dr Yuko Nishiyama'’s blog
https://yukonishiyama.com/for-community-cat-tnr-with-sfts/
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apan’s aging society is not just the realm of people. The in-
‘J creasing longevity of dogs and cats has brought about an “ag-
ing animal society”. Problems related to the elderly caring for the
elderly and aging pets who need care are food for thought. Many
animals come to ARK because their owners have become ill, have
been hospitalized or have gone into care homes. We see this on a
daily basis, so it is an issue very close to our hearts.

ARK asks clients to imagine how their lifestyles may change after
five or ten years. We try to find the right match by looking at fac-
tors such as the age of both the animal and the adopter as well as
the animal’s personality.

Preparation for senior years as a society is as important for ani-
mals as it is for people. Animal owners must also cater for chang-
es in their physical state and living environment.

Vodka & Whiskey Adopted by an Elder-care Home

Care Home ltabashi faces the problem of residents having to give
up their beloved pets when they go into assisted living first hand
and approached ARK in September last year with a suggestion for
tackling this social problem: they wanted to adopt animals to live
with their residents. Many discussions were held; preparation
took almost a year, but two ARK cats moved into their new home
at Care Home ltabashi in May this year.

For the past six years, two on-staff dogs have shared their home
with the residents and staff of Care Home Itabashi. A qualified
on-staff veterinary nurse is assigned to their care. Security de-
signed to keep residents safe also prevents the cats from making
an unplanned exit - the doors can only be opened by staff. The
cats were provided with a spacious area, in which they can relax
or walk around at will. ARK staff were also happy to see that they
are given a great deal of affection by the residents and staff!

Meows from the two cats spark conversations amongst the resi-
dents and the staff break into smiles just at seeing them walk by.
Vodka and Whiskey came to ARK when their owner went into as-
sisted living. Now they are the ones who have made their home in
an elder-care facility.

From the Director of Care Home Itabashi, Junichi Ozawa

My philosophy is that our facility is “home” and the staff are “fam-
ily” to the residents. Cats and dogs are also family. Our staff
want to provide excellent care of that family. | believe that there
is meaning in us all looking after them. Further down the track,
when we are able to have animals in the units, our residents will
derive enormous pleasure from looking after a living being smaller
than themselves. They’ll be able to say “good morning” and “good
night” to someone other than a person! This is huge! | eagerly
await that day! The staff have just discussed our hope to achieve
this new unit within three years. | am personally very enthusiastic
about it. Our idea is to create an environment in which owners can
live safely with pets.

We are currently considering the adoption of a 12 year old dog
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from ARK. She was surrendered to ARK when her owner went
into assisted living. We would like to see her live out her life sur-
rounded by people 24/7 in a loving environment.

As part of the Heisei Medical Welfare Group our care facility will
forge the way for others in the group to follow our lead by set-
ting up an environment conducive to having rescued cats and
dogs living with us. We hope that by doing so, we will reduce the
number of homeless animals. That’s our objective!

Nursing Facility for the Elderly - Care Home Itabashi

3-7-8 Mukaihara, Itabashi-ku, Tokyo

Phone: 03-5964-5600

Services: Special nursing home for the elderly (200 people), short
stay facilities (20 people), group home (18 people), urban low-cost
nursing home (20 people)

Website: https://itabashi.tokuyou.jp
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Hello there! Dorayaki here. | had my own
home for a while, but | found it so hard to
adjust to the new

environment that, well, here | am back at
ARK. | must admit I’'m not great at get-
ting along with new people and even
get just a bit cross at first. | hope you’ll
forgive me. I've heard that the folks at
ARK really want to get along with me, so
| sometimes let them scratch my back or
under my chin and even let them see that I’'m enjoying it, just
for a moment.

I’'m a bit timid, so my favourite places are nice small, dark
spots like inside the kotatsu. Sometimes when I’'m alone, I'm
brave enough to venture out into the open space of my room,
or lie in a sunspot near the window! Of course if anyone comes
in while I'm on my adventure, | make sure to escape immedi-
ately, but I'm just a little glad when they look pleased to see
out in the open.

Actually, my kidneys are not wonderful. | find people scary and
don’t like medical care, so it’s hard for the staff to give me
treatment for them, but | believe it’s really important that | eat,
so | try. Maybe one day I'll be able to eat the special food that
will help my kidneys. I’'m a bit tightly wound, but I'd love you to
come and see me.

ARK has a program that really helps special needs cats and
dogs like me. Amazing people called sponsors support a par-
ticular cat or dog as if it were their own. Donations are used
especially for us! Please look on the ARK website for details!
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When | first met Yurine, (ten years old, female, mixed breed,
weighs about 5kg) at an adoption fair where | was working as a
volunteer, | thought she seemed very docile. Some time later, staff
asked me if | could sub-foster her for two weeks while her foster
parents were away and she came to live with us. Yurine was quite
reserved at first, but in a couple of weeks, she began to show
signs of being friendly to us, which we found so adorable that we
decided to adopt her.

Life with Yurine presented challenges, especially during walks.
It often took over 30 minutes to cover just 100 metres. Yet,
she fiercely resisted being picked up, leaving us stuck on the
sidewalk, head in hands, countless times. | kept experimenting,
piecing together favourite spots to create a route she might enjoy.
Several months later, she now eagerly anticipates morning and
evening walks, happily strolling for 1-2 hours while intently sniffing
everything. People often ask, “What kind of dog is she?” during
walks. She seems to attract a lot of attention for some reason
(LOL). After walks, she polishes off her food, completes her
daily routine of eye drops and tooth brushing, plays for a while,
then completely relaxes, flopping over and sleeping soundly,
completely defenseless.

Spending every day with Yurine, with her rich emotions and
expressions, is pure joy. | am deeply grateful to ARK for connecting us.
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Yurine / b1
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Norimaki (Mojito) & Arare (Salsa)
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It's been three years since we started living with Norimaki (tuxedo
cat).

We had always thought of ourselves as dog people, but a series of
coincidences led us to cautiously embark on a trial period with a
cat! His gentle nature often makes me wonder, “Is he really a cat?”
His true potential shone through as a foster cat. Despite being
male, he took on parenting responsibilities with such dignity and
pride that it astonished me at first. Every time | see him like that, |
remember his background: he was separated from his mother and
left alone, lost. It brings tears to my eyes.

Because he's so deeply affectionate, when a foster period ends,
he searches for days, as if asking, “Where are the kittens | cared
for?”

This year, he gained a lifelong companion who will never leave his
side: Arare (black cat), a slightly spoiled, clingy girl.

She's thriving by soaking up Norimaki's affection: the two are
never apart.

To everyone who helped connect us before they came to our
home and to the Ark staff who supported us so sincerely, thank
you so very much!
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Misoka & Rain
HEL&LTY

At last, it’s starting to feel like autumn. It seems totally normal now to have
Misoka and Rain with me. Misoka is better than ever at waking me at six
thirty for breakfast. She meows softly as she walks back and forth really
close beside me until | awaken, giving me head-bumps and licking my hands,
ears and forehead - she’s very inventive! Of course I’'m happy about that, but
she still won't let me stroke her. She’ll rub around my feet and swish her tail
against me though. She’'ll also walk on my legs when I’'m lying down. | feel
that she rarely tries to keep her distance these days. She often “speaks” to
my husband when he’s getting her dinner. I’'m sure she’s saying “isn’t it ready
yet? Please hurry!” while she mills around him. She is so incredibly adorable.
Really!
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Tattie / 971 —

It’s been three weeks since Tattie came to my home. Her uber stable nature
has not changed since day one: she will sleep anywhere. I’'m astounded by
what a good girl she is. If she were a person, she would have days when it
was too hot or she couldn’t be bothered to do something, but not Tattie. She
faces every day full on. | can only speculate as to whether she learned to be
so patient because of her former environment or because it is her nature, but
whichever it may be, | would like to learn from her!

Tattie has fitted into my solo lifestyle without a glitch. She is my friend and
confidante. She seems to enjoy sniffing around on our morning and evening
walks and salivates like a fountain when | prepare her food; of course she
cleans her plate perfectly! She is accordingly in great health! Tattie also gets
on with people and dogs with ease. She’s popular with everyone who visits.
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ukichi came to ARK 2 years ago when

we happened upon him while searching
for a missing dog. He was clearly an older
dog, but was so friendly that we felt sure
there was a family somewhere in his past.
We named him Yukichi using two characters
meaning fortunate and lucky in the hope
that the rest of his days would be fortuitous.
Sadly, his health suffered from his time as a
stray: he had numerous tumours, many of
which we had removed surgically. Among
them, we found a malignant mast cell tu-
mour, which we were told was prone to
metastases. At his advanced age, we didn’t
want to leave Yukichi open to needing major
surgery later on, but we knew it was possi-
ble that the tumours would recur as quickly
as we had them removed. But this delight-
ful, round-eyed dog was loved by staff and volunteers alike. While
aware that they might metastatize, we hoped he would find a hope
and live out his life until then and opted for surgery which involved
the removal of part of a toe. Yukichi loved walks and being around
people. The surgery was somewhat complicated, but success-
ful. His surgery did not spoil his love of walks. He ate so well he
even gained a few curves, but a year later, a tumour appeared
on his right knee. Tests indicated that it was another mast cell
tumour: Yukichi had to battle disease again. Until the very end,
Yukichi’s behaviour bore no inkling of his battle. | am happy in the
knowledge that we made at least a small difference to the life of a
wonderful dog who, by coming to ARK by chance, brightened the
lives of the staff with his charm.
| would like to take this opportunity to thank Yukichi’s sponsors
for their support.

Yukichi Sponsor

e was the first dog | ever sponsored. | certainly plan to spon-
H sor others from now on, though.
If you like dogs and cats but are not able to adopt for whatever
reason, or perhaps just haven’t met the right animal, | would like
to recommend going to Nose and Sasayama to meet the sponsor
animals, especially if you live in Kansai. If it doesn’t seem like a
good fit, you can meet another sponsor animal.
As a sponsor, you can really feel closer to the dog or cat you
choose. | went on a walk with Yukichi to Hatsukagawa, as usual.
He stopped before the bank and glanced at me. | knew he was
saying “l can’t climb the bank anymore, so kindly pick me up and
carry me, would you?”. That was my last day with him. It is very
hard to say goodbye, but | will always remember his expression
and his weight and warmth in my arms. | truly hope that the spon-
sor program will be second only to the adoption program.
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ear Ms. Oliver

My name is Kanami Hara.
| am a Japanese 4th grade student, and | have
been living in New York City for almost 7 years.
Last week, | participated in a kid’s business fair in
Manhattan, and | sold handmade Japanese Ori-
gami Earrings at my shop called
“Kanami’s Japanese Handcraft Studio”. We made
a small profit and from there | would like to donate
$116, which is 30% of the profit .
| found ARK (Animal Refuge Kansai) on the inter-
net and wanted to support your organization.
The reason is because, my grandma in Tokyo has
a dog named lily and she is respected and loved
by my whole family, and | felt and hoped that every
dog should be cared just like her.
| am also in a chorus group in New York and just
did a charity chorus concert for the people who
are suffering from the Noto earthquake,
| learned about dogs that were separated from
their families because of the disaster | read that
ARK is helping those dogs, and that made me
want to support your work even more.
| hope my donation can be used to help provide
food and medicine for dogs, so they can live long-
er and find families who will care and love them.
| saw a dog named Ginger on your website and he
looked alike with my grandma’s dog lily. He looks
ADORABLE!
I've attached two photos from the business fair:
A flier | made to introduce ARK to people in Man-
hattan. (the picture is Lily!)
A picture of my friend and me selling our handmade earrings and
holding the flier. (I am on the right)
Sincerely,

dedicated to:

abandoned animals

and rehabilitation

yakuman Volt Co., Ltd's “Black
H Cat Concentration” cards fea-
ture black cats from ARK.
Black cats appear one by one.
They include some currently at ARK
and others who have found forever
homes. We would like to take this
opportunity to express our grati-
tude to all the adoptive families who
cooperated. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to Ark. This
Black Cat Concentration matching
game, packed with adorable cats,
is anything but straightforward. We
hope you’ll enjoy it!
https://1000000v.jp/

ABOUT ARK

Animal Refuge Kansai (ARK) is a
non-prafit organization in Japan

* Rescuing and rehoming

* Providing medical care

30% of profits will be donated to
ARK (Animal Refuge Kansai)

%

« Supporting animals affected by
disasters, like the Noto Peninsula
B
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1 also want to support
pets separated from
families by the Noto
earthquake” —Kanami
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e celebrate the 35th anniversary of ARK this year. However,

Elizabeth Oliver started her rescue activities of animals in
Japan long before that. She had come to Japan for the first time
in 1965. She loved traveling, but as yet she had not decided to go
to Japan. She had reached Hong Kong but was uncertain as to
her next destination. At the harbor, she noticed a German-flagged
cargo ship bound for Kobe. This made up her mind. She boarded
the ship and sailed for Japan, where she stayed until returning
to the U.K. to study Japanese. Later she came back to Japan in
1968. Since then, Oliver has carried out her rescue operations.
However, photos and documents in those days as the precious
records of rescue activities were all
paper-based and were not necessarily in good condition. | thought
that these should be scanned and archived as electronic data be-
fore getting more deteriorated. | gradually progressed with the
scanning work since autumn 2021 with the help of several vol-
unteers. | took the initiative in this grinding task to scan an enor-
mous number of paper-based photos and documents, maintain
it as e-data, and organize it. It was July 2023 when | completed
the scanning and organizing works of more than 23,000 photos
and documents. This project had been suspended for a couple
of years since then.
However, now that we celebrate the 35th anniversary of ARK
this year, the board has finally reached an agreement to make
these achievements publicly available. The archives include
not only Oliver’s photos from her early childhood and those from
MBE(Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire),
but also lots of photos and documents from numerous rescue
operations.
The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake that triggered the ARK’s
transformation, the Great East Japan Earthquake, dogs rescued
from hoarders, litigations against unscrupulous breeders are
typical examples. Oliver got the media involved by her unique
approaches, appealed to the international community, put pres-
sure on the authorities, changing the plight of animal welfare in
Japan. The history of ARK is synonymous with the progress of
animal welfare in Japan. Oliver mentions in her autobiography that

I am sorry to be tardy in letting you know that Caro
passed away on April 9, 2024. We spent 17 years
together: Caro grew up with my two children.
While gentle, humble and thoughtful, Caro some-
times became over-excited and messed things up.
He was truly adorable. We were inexperienced dog
parents, so he was really the one who oversaw our
development, rather than the other way around. |
can’t even begin to list the things we learnt from I i

him. Caro rarely had any illness. It was only in his last year that he
needed to visit the vet frequently. At the very end, he left quickly
and quietly, without the need for a long period of nursing. He even
waited for me to get home from work on his last day, before voic-
ing one last, loud message. Thank you so much for allowing us to
have Caro. Thank you for bringing us together.
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“Sometimes | think the tunnel is very dark and it’s impossible to
find a way out of it, but | have decided to light a candle”. If she
had not thought so, animal welfare in Japan might have remained
unchanged from 35 years ago. I’'m delighted to be able to make
the history of ARK publicly available as the archives.

> ERHEC D U 20245 4F9HIC
C h—opEBVELELE,
17EFEE—HEITBT U 2ADFEDIFHE—HEIC
BREULEU,
BYHTHRECTRER BICEUeE T ETRKT
BENALICEB LN T,
ROEWEE U TERRAIE S IEFA B Z BRI BT T T<h
FUT,
H—ANSRARIERFFHDANETA. ToleE
Lo TWWEERTEE I BRICES K3 ICR-> e DIFBEDIER ST
TY, £le. REHH > EVWSHEICHKRIZLE. INH S ENSSWNEL T
DIREBO>TWERAEBEDF 2 F o< B2 &<, Fel READ
BIFFADEENE DB ETRHF >N RE—FREFHUTH>TLEW
Fllco N—OZHEOWIZE RHEICHODES TS WE U, A—OE
DHEEWEHDNESTZINE LT,

lived with rescued stray cats for about ten

years. They were not even a year old when
they first made their appearance, covered in
mud and debris and painfully thin and weak.
They were very cautious around people and
ran away fearfully when | tried to get even a
little close to them.
As the days went by, the distance between us
diminished. They gradually opened up to me.
| realized that they really just needed to feel
safe.
At the same time, | realized that they were
not the only ones in the same circumstances.
Animals often end up in dire straits because of
humans’ lack of concern or compassion for them. That realization
led me to start thinking about how | could make animals’ lives bet-
ter and in turn to working for an animal welfare organization. | am
aware that | may only have a small part to play, but | hope | can
touch the life of each of the animals | work with by facing each one
with the utmost care.

started working for ARK in May this year. Before
Ithat, | worked at a cattle farm in Hokkaido which
housed 14,000 cattle. My main duties were caring
for the animals, so | experienced both joy and dif-
ficulties. | decided to change jobs because | found
the task rather too difficult. | wanted to continue
working with animals, though. ARK approached
me through an online job site and | joined the staff
as a maintenance person.
My job is in maintenance, but | certainly still work
with animals. Under their calming influence, | feel
that | am able to work really hard. | had never even
held an impact driver or lawn mower, or most of
the other tools, let alone operated them, before
coming to ARK. I'm in the process of learning how
to use each one from scratch. | really want to learn
my trade quickly and improve the environment and
infrastructure for our animals. | am a newbie who has only been
at ARK for four months. Thank you in advance for your support.

Atﬁf\’\ﬂofﬁﬁﬁ\ B OREBEZRELRED
$ HDET, WOIFILERIFICHFRLARWL
WHWETCBE T RITRCHRFEFEFARPIEZD
THENTED BEH->THLAULWERFT U A&
D, ARICx g 2 MONFEFICHEL TESHD
UTHIEDISETDEER ek SICHIFTUES
[FETU,

FhTH, BLXOHEELELDZEL TH LI DI
BENIBED. BREEMN T TRICDOERVWT<N S &L
SIKBEDERUIc, ZOREOTEDREMEZLEL
LTwiefelre @< EUE U,

ZUTHEIC. 5 LIRRRICENMNTWSENf-
BlE RUTZDFEELITTEREVWEWSIRER
BWHAISEINEUlco ABIDFBEFREE LERED
IE&2T TeK SADEMMTcENARERBICE>TWET,
CORBEBELTC fAE "D UTHEEYIBICEERAEEES>TIEL
W EWSBWEIECELSITRD, ZORFEIF O TEHYFREDENE
MEBEBNTINE U, BAICTERZEIFRUTRECFRLD LN
FEAD, OEDVEDDBICTEBICHEEGW. HFDRO>TVELVWER
WE9,

=7 —INEBBLOE. SEDEAT. M
J BIEFZ#914,0008B8E LW 5ibiE
EORISTIEBEBVWTWE U, EICERE
BICHRWTWeDTID FEEND LS, T
ESOWMAERBLT ABAWNCRB L
HUWERW, EBERELE LU, #1TH
YA REEICHELVEEZI TV
T—=PDERANIRDHD AT F VARG Y
JEULTARULF U,

AT FVREBETIEHDEITH B EED
32EIZDDIFRVWOT, BHEINENS
EBICRATWET, 12/ MPEN DR
EAVTFYRATHERATZEEDIFEAER
f-SfcCET RN SZDT, IHMSEZITVNS
RRTY, BMAFICENT Bt
UPTWREED,. 1V 7 5EHEICHENEAN
FEWEEZTWET, AU TERZ47BOHA
TIH, FBULBEVWLET,

XEHNTEXY,

family recycle store

#HE-UYAIINYavT ALY IR TT4—) SARERDSH
ERRBEOHFMCED PZVILL 72—V EAE OXEERD
HEFrUTA—EBET>TEDET,

CHENEFEMPHES. FUSBHPZZEBLIZE W,

ORANGE THRIFTY (ALY RU75741—)
BEXEDOCAREICB IcHEET "7=VILL72—YEFI A

T657-0027
AT XK FET3-1-208
ALY I ZYTT4— TARKHE,
TEL: (078)858-7090

E-mail: othriftyrokko@aol.com
HP: http://kobe-haberdashery.com/othriftyrokko/
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Expenses in Japanese yen
Salaries, legally mandated welfare 68,058,631

Travel expenses 6,497,084

EYEEE - RE Animal medical & other expenses 9,556,902
EkYLrpeS Animal transportation expenses 656,620
BEE Telephone, postage 1,664,607
FIR- = EFEm Printing, office supplies 1,692,546
2 EEE Maintenance, repairs 1,523,100

AN P2 Vehicle expenses (fuel, repairs, etc) 1,814,364
KB Utilities 3,455,133
EER Rent 3,203,300
RI&HY Insurance 1,156,409
NEE Outsourcing 1,124,936
FAANNEREE Professional fees 7,021,478

TN R (EEEZIEDE) Professional fees related to bequests 192,500
LEERRE Marketing and promotion 2,873,812
Za—RLY—ERCERIE  Newsletter production expenses 3,546,719
A5 —1Erk-ElRIE Calendar production expenses 2,443,440
ZOfthERFE7 v AYERRE  Other goods' production expenses 774,299

M Miscellaneous 1,180,960
RUHERE Depreciation expenses 19,100,142
HRNER Taxes 1,808,075
ZINFER Payment & transfer charges 2,593,153
b= Total Expenditure 145,146,450

M B HIE HRYEE BERREREE

TNEE CHNEER. MNEAGE. BIYONEES

TN BEERL ARYKN - NNY—TDFEN TR 7T
TA— (PRV P—OTAT ALY I AU 7710—5F) N&HZH

BEY
KIREBBDOREICHW, SHENOHIL. AZDTER, RETDHEITR
CICENNELTREDE T, SHEBWEWTWEERRICIEZABZH
BEEMNMIUTEDEIT I EZDLDBFECRU LIFET, RO L. IBXR
CHEEI T W EEXR IO THECEBWRELZITLISBEVRALLE
PEXR

IRA DER Income

=B Associate membership fees 220,000
T—URBEMN Donations (from Members) 16,477,000
AR —E Animal sponsorship 10,053,000
—RREAT Donations 85,815,253
BEEZT Bequests 13,466,943
BT 7 REM Sanctuary fund 2,030,000
BEE Adoption fees 3,651,600
RBEE -5IEND Surrender fees 2,330,000
HL>s5— Calendar 16,701,893
Z DR Sales of other goods 3,696,533
MEUNAR Miscellaneous income 1,112,664
REWNA Rent recerived 585,000
IRA & &t Total Income 156,139,886

RE AN Non-recurring income 197,882

MEIC EEEEFERICRDET, “Itincludes the income from seling fixed assets mainly.

ek Net assets carried forward from the previousterm 780,025,135
WHAINZ Z%F Changes in net assets (current t erm) 11,181,797
RERHRHEE Net assets carried forward to the next term 791,206,932

Miscellaneous fees include: membership fees, recruitment & edu-
cation expenses.

Outsourcing fees include: rubbish collection, personnel expenses
for contracted staff and animal cremations.

Miscellaneous expenses include: dormitory rent and proceeds
from events, bazaars, affiliate programs and Orange Thrifty.

Our Osaka office is currently experiencing a staff shortage. We
sincerely apologize for the delays in contacting our dedicated
supporters regarding donations and sponsorship. We are ex-
tremely grateful not only for your donations, but also for your un-
derstanding and continued support. Please give us a little more
time to contact you.

We need your help to provide the highest level of care for our
animals. By becoming a Paw Member, you can ensure con-
tinuing care for current and future ARK animals.

Choose the membership that’s best for you:
Diamond Paw ¥10,000/month or ¥120,000/year
Ruby Paw ¥5,000/month or ¥60,000/year
Sapphire Paw ¥3,000/month or ¥36,000/year
Pearl Paw ¥1,000/month or ¥12,000/year

Of

For details, please see the website.
http://www.arkbark.net/
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=05 Y R—KNUTLESZB/INIAVN—EFELTW
F9, BB DORFKZTFDI0H, BOTELZET W,

FA4VEVRINY BEE¥10,000 F/o(3d F2E¥120,000
JLE—IXY A%E¥5,000 F1zld F£5¥60,000
YI77A47IND AEE¥3,000 F/cld F%E¥36,000
IX—=ILINY BEE¥1,000 F/cid F%¥12,000

FIWAEREDFEMIET—IHPZEZ B EE W,
http://www.arkbark.net/

Letter from

('S 5503 ik,
2008FE DT DB, EE>12/N v —,
ZOREREN ST —INFHEEEDHEF TVET,

RIAIFHEDELONBRLLIBSICHABORENH B, EHEWEIC
FCEIELE TTENWE) EWSEERFADBEBINESFIRZIEL
TW oo CORBIELBRPHEICESUTIIEZONET>EER
TWe,

HBI/ERATVTIE. ANBDNSBRFREvAEBNIZEVKRENTFIEE
BALTWREZEERIEAR ST, FI2BIDRYT V7, SIRDEE
ADTBD T LANTY REE>TWSEWS,
BETVWSNZEBICRIEIEBWINWE, FEFEREEZDE. TR
BNV ZFICRBRZEICIEESB>TVWBDONEZE» S, FREH
HWEZERASZEIFEBERA YWFEELEFORENFRAPF
HWEES >TOHLEDULIEW, ABDFELDHEEICFAIESNT,
Ry hOHEEPHSICEBERIT 4 <R3, TEICBON TS
[CENTITIT LIRS, XY SN RADEEICEEICHEZND LR
Wo $d. lolco BEXBNEZENIFEH S
FULWRPHEZDZZICIE. RBUISIFENDERBRAL, BED
Ry MDY B, SISO ZICFRIRT 7P EREETDEE. BlFW<D
E2EEHAABRICRKOBEBSTAEDOREBES LS ZH->TIELWE
DHBESTWS, DS ZFESDEMICDOVWTHEZZNENH S
Afee —HFRFEETILULW? BSOS IC Tz DR Z B 2 EMT
EBRWPEDTA TRYAIICE>TEBERGARLMEIE. KA - BIE.
HBEZWEVZTF R -EHNBULNEW, SEYOHEZ T 2FEE R
BHESTWDRS, P— VORI EICEHR T | THRICEIOHEE
PEERERZEELVWADULELDUSIFHENS, E5&E<DTE
HERDETIEL N FRPFHERS ZEFEELRL, BELVRL
MOVWWEES, BREEIRILF— BE RYMNODREZITIRA
HDHBRE, EBZTRUW, fel2ZD—HERAH T HIIC, K
[CZENHEENREIRBOMNETIEU oK DEZ D ENKYIER,

P—ITRHELETZIHD Things we need

- For dogs:

<R>WAE-i/d, HLEYR—MERE

B, =7 7—RiNfLL LB R— b,
Ep—>3

=i <E>LAFE--IVFU— ELE
Y=k RSAT7—R (B8 - £2HA) . 70
YRTAUPIATI—FH—R Bw—3
<—>THHLAT—F. R—/\—=FA). M LY RR—)S—45LTIE FvFT I,
RAORWESEAMRORWEDED RYIRAT Ay Va2, Ry b=V (TA4RBE) .
FRAREER HERESkgU EDE D (RFHBDBZERBEHVWELELZEW) |
PIF. A+ FYFUINAE— N\ RY =T FBHK (F7 VRN TLESW) |
D IRE

XEBEEEOERTHEEIZEDONEENLET,
DERHDIFAMazonEFLWED YR, FeldR—LR—IBRETTHIDEFE
Wz LTEDET, SHNORIICKRT—2

BEE:072-737-0712 #7zld A—JL:ark@arkbark.jp
ETEAVEDELLESZ W, CHADBLEUBEVWLLET,

- Dietary support food - digestion support

For cats: Dietary support food - urinary
support, digestion support, adult/senior
dried food, FrontLine, MyFreeGuard, churu

. paste: digestion support and senior sup-

Other: Cloth duct tape, paper towels, toilet
paper, 45 litre rubbish bags, deck brushes,
long-handled brooms, boxed tissues, pup-
py pads (wide or larger), laundry detergent,
washing machines (8kg or larger - please

contact us first if the washing machine is

Badger passed over Rainbow Bridge in autumn 2008 but he
continues to send his letter to ARK.

There’s an expression in Japanese that isn’t used often these
days: when | was a pup, "tekireiki" usually referred to the age
at which a person should marry. I’'ve been thinking a lot about
how that expression applies to us dogs and cats.

An ARK staff member told me recently she witnessed a cou-
ple with a very small child purchasing a tiny kitten. Another
has an 81 year old neighbour with a 1 year old Greyhound. We
don’t get any guarantees of how long we might stay healthy,
but looking at average lifespans, | worry that the puppies and
kittens above are going to wind up homeless when they are
older. Of course | worry about older people with younger ani-
mals, but | worry about very young people getting puppies
and kittens, too! Will they have human children and not have
time to care for and socialise their puppy or kitten? Or will
their jobs keep them so busy they won’t be able to go for
walks? Maybe they’ll be transferred to no-pet housing. Oh
dear. So many things to think about...

Getting a new dog or cat really deserves proper planning!
How old will you be when your furry family member needs
extra care because of his age or youth? Believe me, | want
everyone to know how wonderful life is with dogs and cats in
it, but let’s think about their age, too. Are you a busy work-
ing person who is out all day? If you’re sure you can make
time for long, leisurely walks morning and evening, maybe the
perfect dog or cat for you is already an adult, or even a silver
citizen. Do you have the time and resources to look after an
aging cat or dog? Talk to my friends at ARK! Do you want your
children to learn responsibility for an animal? They’ll learn a
lot from a slightly older guy! I’'m not trying to discourage all of
you from getting puppies or kittens. | know they’re adorable.
If you have the time, energy and environment and are likely to
outlive them, go for it! Just ask yourself if it’s really practical
before you take that step.

. port

- not new), used newspapers, mosquito coils
You can support us just by shopping on Amazon or sending us a gift

from our Amazon Wish List!
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Calling ARK?

ARK Office 7— V=5

Tel: 072-737-0712 <10:00~16:00>
Fax:072-737-1886

A-kEBARBKEBRESBETVWEEXY,

Office closed on Mondays and Wednesdays

Visiting ARK?

Office hours 7— DR

B ALY /Potential adopters: 11:00~15:00
B2 %5 /0Other: 10:00~15:00
KSREDBIFERICSFHSIEIW,

*Please email or phone our office and make an

appointment

<T—=VIERDADDEZEH/T. ZNICEIESFELTVET >
1. RELCEMIDDEDT 7. 2L —=2 00 BHREL

2. EENTEINTLKBRPIZ1RL T T DREFIT

3. BARDEIEALKED R _ LD DEFHTEED, FHOEANDHE
4. EBKEDEIEAL > I — [EILT— ) DIER

ARK's Enduring Principles
1. The basics - caring, rehabilitating, rehoming
2. Neutering

- the key to reducing numbers of unwanted animals
3. Raising the bar

- improving welfare standards through education
4. State-of-the-art shelter - Sasayama ARK

A/C Numbers
HY{E#ES Post Office:

QFEFEFEFEEAN P=VILL 72—V EHE
Animal Refuge Kansai
00900-0-151103

QY>> U Fa7')77 K Sanctuary Fund
00970-9-58799

B=Z2UFRJERT HHEXE
Mitsubishi UFJ Bank (lkeda branch)
(&)5288059
SEFEFIFEEAN FP=VILLT721—IERE
Animal Refuge Kansai

B=HERRT HAXE
Mitsui-Sumitomo Bank (lkeda branch)
(&) 1472705
SEFEFIFEEAN P=VILLT721—IERE
Animal Refuge Kansai

HKEREBERBZHAAILEIVRITESHADEEIE.
EBRICT—VEBRBFETA—I T 7Y I AKIEHBEREIC
T REBEL S BERES EEABTZHE NS TS,
Please transfer money to ARK via the Post Office if
possible. If you prefer to use a bank transfer, please
let know your name, address, telephone number and
remittance details by email or phone.

SEBDCHDERAD V> SWE RNEFMT, 7T FVREDT—
ITREREREE AVN\—DHRORXEPEMICL>TX
ZENTWE I AERBYEZBRTHIC. E—ATHS
KDARMAWELLEE beUlcEDEEZ SR, S XIE<
REVWETLSODSBEVERL EFET,

ARK's activities, including vaccinations, neutering
fees and medical care are funded by your
generous donations.

Please help animals in need by becoming an ARK
member.

ARK

A Voice for Animals

REREFEFEEEA
P=RILT72—VBE (7—7)
T563-0131

KR 2 RERBRE 2 HT B B KR 595
Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

Certified NPO ARK Animal Refuge
Kansai

595 Noma Ohara, Nose-cho, Toyono-
gun, Osaka-fu 563-0131 JAPAN

Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

E-mail: ark@arkbark.jp
R—L~r—: www.arkbark.net

WR7—% Tokyo ARK:
Tel/Fax: 050-1557-2763
E-mail: tokyoark@arkbark.jp

X (IBtwitter):
http://twitter.com/arkbark2010

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
animalrefugekansaiARK

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/
animalrefugekansai/

ADOPTION PARK E#i% / ADOPTION PARK adoption fair
Dogsalon TommyZE#i< / Dogsalon Tommy adoption fair
K9F+F a7l v/ VB % / K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

Green Dog & Cat Kobe Main Shop adoption fair
TAH—EZDDZE BF< / Day Service Yurinoki adoption fair
NoA >V DIVARS—A > 57—+ 3F)LRU—)L WSSalesforce, Inc

Dogsalon TommyE#i+ / Dogsalon Tommy adoption fair
KIRHERZHEBHPZR BH% / Ikeda Junior High School

K9+ Fa1ZILYv/KVEHF% / K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair
Rt EAEFE WS /Kaichi Nihombashi Gakuen workshop

Green Dog & Cat Kobe Main Shop adoption fair

HBE= BH% / Shibuya Engei adoption fair

ZA2IEDog RunE#i% / Kinstuba Dog Run adoption fair
K9+ F a2 Y v/{VEHF% / K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair
Dogsalon TommyZE#i< / Dogsalon Tommy adoption Fair

3/9 Dogsalon Tommy&2#i% / Dogsalon Tommy adoption Fair 6/1 TFARUAKERE BEfis
3/15~16 TN ZTILYR 717 ¥k American Embassy Compound adoption fair
Sale of goods at Mont-bell Friend Fair 6/7
3/23 K9+ FaZILY v/ B % /K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair 6/15
3/29 EQAVEI—FIaFIRI—ILYER 6/22
Sale of goods at Seishin International School 6/26 Google& =%t WS / Google LLC workshop
4/4 HASHTTIVIVE-VIIII-REYF— 6/29 Green Dog & Cat HREH &
Felissimo KK shelter tour
KRS E—ILAT+—Z Y/ WS/ Salesforce, Inc workshop  7/6
4/6  Dogsalon Tommy E£3#i% / Dogsalon Tommy Adoption Fair 7/10
4/13  I\FYZy VRERIEEES / Panasonic adoption fair Twinkle Star International School workshop
4/15 SILIN=>HL v I EIR WS / Malvern College Tokyo workshop 7/13
4/20 K9+FaZILy v/ VEH% /K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair 7/18
4/21 22T &S ¥IAR / sale of goods at Choueke House (Osaka Kyoiku University) adoption fair
4/27 neel 2% = / Neel adoption fair 7/19
5/10 Dogsalon Tommy E#% / Dogsalon Tommy Adoption Fair 7/21
5/17 Shinagawa URBAN Pet Life 2% 7/26 Green Dog & Cat #HAEHE
Shinagawa URBAN Pet Life adoption fair
5/24 HOMECOMING PARK -ER7— V&S 7/27
HOMECOMING PARK -Tokyo ARK Reunion 8/9
RERYMCA > 5 —F>3FI)LR7—IL ¥ IR&WS 8/24
Workshop & sale of goods at OYIS 8/31
5/25 K9FFa1ZILYv/KVEF % /K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

WITH PET WEEKEND 2% / With PET WEEKEND adoption fair



