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"My husband and | are either going to buy a dog or have a child.
We can't decide whether to ruin our carpets or ruin our lives."

Rita Rutner
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[Special column] Chobi-sensei’s Dad. Talks About the History and Future of ARK
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Most people think we're

LA Butactually ........
Just a noisy nuisance.
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ello, my name is Hikaru Ogawa. | have been asked to contrib-
H ute articles about ARK'’s history on animal welfare and pro-
tection to the ARK Newsletter. In the early days of ARK, | worked
with Elizabeth Oliver for about 7 years, and used to be one of
the board members. Subsequently, | have been doing my best
whether on a business or personal level to let people correctly
understand and accept the principle behind ARK'’s activities and
the spirit of animal welfare and protection in the true sense. | am
very pleased to know that ARK’s principle has been gradually and
widely accepted.

First of all, please let me briefly explain the background, leading
to this contribution. When | was chatting about recollections with
Oliver last year, she recommended that | should talk about ARK’s
starting point for animal welfare and protection and the progress
of ARK to the staff. However, since we cannot spare time and
venues for lectures, we agreed that | will write articles in the ARK
Newsletter, so that not only the staff but also all the people con-
cerned can read it. | will firstly give the outline of a series of arti-
cles and explain the meaning of the title of this column, though the
column title may sound a bit too exaggerated.

The book titled, “Thank you very much, Chobi” was published
in 2009 (written by Urara Takahashi published by KUMON PUB-
LISHING CO.,LTD). In this book, Chobi was called “a special dog
among one million dogs” by Oliver, a dog like a human being
more than the average human being. | had serialized the cartoon,
“Chobi Sensei” where a dog named Chobi appeared as the main
character (between the 1994 spring edition to the 1997 autumn
edition of the newsletter) as well as the column, “Chobi Sensei
Talks Whatever He Feels” where Chobi harshly criticizes the real-
ity of animal welfare and protection in Japan at roughly the same
time, from the 1996 summer edition to the 1997 summer edition
of the ARK Newsletter. In those days, ARK had been operated
quietly and leisurely in a sense since it was before the Great Han-
shin-Awaji Earthquake. While | had learned a lot through collabo-
rations with Oliver at that time, | couldn’t help but raise more and
more questions after seeking and hearing what | cannot believe
through animal welfare and protection activities. Therefore, | was
determined to let Chobi talk about part of it in the above cartoon
and column.
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our emotions aren't much
different from humans.

I wonder how many people really
undersiand this.

Cartoon in NL57 / 43 2i# in NL57

Most of the problems involving animals are originally caused by
selfish people, which all the ARK staff who are frequently hearing
various reports on animal abuses are fully aware of. Such “prob-
lems caused by human beings” vary widely, and some of them
were totally unbelievable, beyond our imagination. From the per-
spective of someone like us who are desperately making efforts
every day to try to find warm homes for animals, | can say that if
the ARK’s spirit of animal welfare and protection becomes the
norm among the general public, the majority of terrible incidents
on abandoned animals and animal abuses would disappear. In
other words, there are so many people in the society who do not
understand the situation where dogs and cats are coerced to live
with them, and even worse, cruel and thoughtless people are
causing those problems themselves.

In this edition, | will frankly talk about my idea about animals and
people surrounding them as well as explaining the steps ARK has
taken and anecdotes on animal welfare and protection. | hope
that you will think about the history and the future of ARK while
reading this article. However, | would like to remind you that my
story may go onto the next edition since just one article is not suf-
ficient enough to cover everything.

What happened to ARK in the early days

The reason why | started to work for ARK is that | happened to
know the Oliver’s activities which were aired on a midnight TV
documentary in the early spring, the year after Oliver had founded
ARK. Soon after | watched the documentary of which the details
are described in “Thank you very much, Chobi”, | went to ARK in
a hurry to modestly help Oliver and started volunteer activities.
Since then, | continued to work for ARK for more than 7 years
starting from March 1991 in order to accomplish the ARK’s phi-
losophy. Among things that happened to ARK in the early days, |
will introduce a couple of incidents that may interest not only the
staff but also people living with dogs and cats as family members
in the next paragraph. In fact, those incidences are “what | can
finally disclose”.

Since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake had not yet occurred
in those days soon after ARK’s foundation, ARK was taking time
to prepare various necessities. From back then, ARK did not eas-
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ily give dogs and cats to would-be adoptors as its stance pre-
cisely reflected Oliver’s idea. For the appropriate assessment of
would-be adoptors of dogs and cats, we prepared the adoption
application form through lots of discussions, which is currently
available as an electronic form on ARK’s home page. Since e-
mail was not generally used in those days, we impatiently used
a fax machine, or | stayed until late at ARK besides volunteer ac-
tivities on the weekend to discuss multiple options with Oliver.
Then, we finally created the “adoption application form” (a total of
4 pages in A4 size) to assess whether a person thinking to adopt
a dog or cat would be eligible. Soon we started to use the adop-
tion application form to ask candidates to fill it in before or dur-
ing interviews. Till then, Oliver was verbally interviewing would-be
adoptors without using a written form although it was a rigorous
screening. However, the use of the standard format, which can-
didates fill in according to the same rule, did lead us to accurate
judgements on whether animals from ARK could become happier
in new homes and whether the new living environment would be
appropriate for a dog or cat. Furthermore, information collected
from the adoption application form was useful as accurate data
to set the objective criteria to give a dog or cat although such
objective criteria are confidential. Needless to say, ARK uses this
adoption application form simply because all the staff hope that
animals adopted from ARK will be happier than they used to be.
There is a more complete page for Happy Homes in the current
Newsletter than there was before. I’'m sure that especially the staff
are pleased to when seeing this page to confirm how animals from
ARK are happily living in new homes. Should the new home for a
dog or cat be far from the ideal home despite its beautiful name,
“Happy Homes”, such an adoption would be totally incompatible
with the ARK'’s philosophy.

The celebrities who visit ARK and support us including Miyoko
Asada and Fujiko Hemming have a great love for animals and
deeply grieve the terrible conditions of suffering animals caused
by selfish human beings. They support ARK’s philosophy and
down-to-earth activities. The media have introduced these ce-
lebrities’ activities for animal welfare and protection, which has
showed their determination. However, one of the celebrities who
visited ARK in the early days said to us straight, “since the way
ARK assesses would-be adoptors is too strict, you cannot reduce
the number of rescued animals, therefore, you should change the
assessment criteria”. This message sounded as if it was an in-
struction. Does this mean that his/her support would become less
effective with the current assessment criteria? Oliver and | were
just stunned by his/her words. However, ARK has never loosened
the assessment criteria despite the above. Please let me reiterate
that for dogs and cats who do not have language, we need to rule
out all the potential problems beforehand that may occur after
animals leave ARK. It is natural to think that way as a true animal
welfare organization. Although | sometimes meet people who say,
“the ARK’s assessment criteria for animal adoption is very strict,
isn’t it?”, | sincerely explain the significance of such criteria to
convince them, which | believe is one of our missions.

There are quite a few organizations that copied ARK, which | will

Hikaru Ogawa, Chobi-sensei's dad and Chobi
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talk about in the following paragraph. It is the ARK’s assessment
criteria which | hope they should copy. However, if they follow the
ARK'’s assessment criteria, the turnover rate of animals would de-
crease, leading to a greater loss. Hence, they would not copy ARK
to that extent.

Several years ago, ARK won a suit against the organization who
used the name of “ARK” without our permission. However, this
was not the first case, i.e. there was another organization in the
early days who included the name of “ARK” as part of their own
name without our permission. This first case was not as serious
as the latest case which ended up in court, and we simply called
attention to readers in the Newsletter to avoid misunderstanding.
However, | still uncomfortably remember the dubious behaviours
of people from those organizations who pretended to be volun-
teers. Although these organizations who copied ARK are being
operated differently, there is one common characteristic, that is,
they are expecting a certain profit as a result of being misunder-
stood as ARK by using the name of “ARK” which they believe is a
brand name. | am confident to say as a person who had watched
how ARK was struggling with financial difficulties and overcame it
especially in the early days that no organizations would be enticed
by easily attainable profit and short-sighted prospect of profit and
loss if they truly care about animal welfare and protection. If or-
ganizations have their own firm philosophies and make steady ef-
forts, they should not have to use the name of “ARK” without our
permission.

Meanwhile, ARK suddenly became busy in those days. An irre-
sponsible owner living in a certain area of Nara prefecture was
holding many dogs in the very bad environment, resulting in the
horrifying situation that survived dogs were left in the midst of
bodies of their colleagues, being covered in excrement. Nowa-
days this incident is still covered by the media including TV. Oliver
immediately went to the site to investigate the case and started
to consider what ARK could do. We should not waste a minute to
take actions for the remaining dogs in the horrifying and bad situ-
ation. However, we were unexpectedly interrupted, that is, people
from an authoritative animal welfare organization came to ARK
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just to criticize Oliver without taking any drastic measures to this
pressing situation, just by saying that the way ARK was involved
in this issue is problematic. | heard everything they told Oliver
since | happened to be working in the backroom behind the office.
It took more than one hour for them just to explain the situation
where dogs were suffering (which had already been investigated
by Oliver), and criticize that ARK did what we did not have to do.
In order to argue against them, we thoroughly analyzed the back-
ground and reason why this case happened and called attention
to the general public in the Newsletter to ensure that this kind of
case would never happen again. Later, we were very disappointed
by them after finding out that what an animal welfare organization
of this kind does (or does not) do, is obviously different from the
ARK’s activities and initiatives.

To change the topic a little, the building of ARK office was com-
pleted a little before the above incident. Thus, ARK was beginning

to take share as an animal welfare organization around this time
in terms of both hardware and software. We started to take initia-
tives, such as creating the above-mentioned adoption application
form and reporting disgusting behaviours which human beings
did to animals in the Newsletter to convey our messages to read-
ers in the form of Chobi Sensei’s criticisms. Chobi and Badger,
(who crossed the rainbow bridge but is still sending letters to us
over the bridge,) used to be fine in those days. In other words,
ARK was in its seminal era where the staff and volunteers were
working hard for animals with persistent aspirations and vitalized
by animals every day despite frequent reports on miserable situ-
ations of animals.

Well, it seems that one article is not enough to cover these kinds
of topics. In the next edition, | will talk about other incidents in the
early days and the influence of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earth-
quake on ARK, and animals | adopted from ARK.
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Visit to new Osaka Prefecture Aigo Centre Habikino and Kyoto Aigo Centre 24th April 2019

et us fast-forward 29 years from my first visit to Morinomiya,
Lthe old Osaka Prefecture’s Kanri Centre in 1990, to the new
‘Aigo’ Centre, opened in August 2017 in Habikino, south of the
Prefecture. This new centre cost a mind-boggling 1.96 billion yen
(17.8 million US $) to build. For that amount of money this must be
something special, we were about to find out.

The building looks functional rather than aesthetic and is called
“Animal Harmony Osaka,” whatever that means. There are 12 vets
on site plus other staff. Inside, the reception area was huge with
spacious office and with play rooms for kids. There was also a
large play room for dogs but the two little Pomeranians in the
room jumping up and down, were restricted to small pens. Out-
side too a large area, which could give a free running area for
multiple dogs, was occupied by a solo Shiba trailing a lead. Where

were all the other dogs this centre was supposed to hold?
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Before being allowed into the areas “the public don't see,” we
were given head to toe protective gear. First stop a cat room. Sev-
eral tiered cages containing one cat each; no toys, no place for
a cat to hide, not even a blanket. Next we were guided through
other doors into corridors. My first impression was ‘no windows,
no fresh air, lights blazing, (was that for our benefit? If not then
what a gigantic waste of electricity at tax payers’ expense!) Two
rooms with glittering cages and multiple buttons, green and red.
“In case of a rabies outbreak, “ was the explanation. So these
were potential gas chambers to exterminate any rabid dogs. Next
were rooms with pens containing single dogs. So that is where
they were!

One dog in particular drew our attention, a white dog with a
white plastic muzzle around its nose. The reason? Dog, naturally
stressed out of its mind in such conditions, had tried to bite some-
one. So the penalty was it had to wear a muzzle 24/7, even when
eating or drinking. Animal welfare is being compromised here
every inch of the way.

When dogs are given out for adoption, they are not neutered, “it is
the owner’s responsibility but follow ups are carried out.” | wonder
how many slip through the net? Also what are the Centre vets
doing all day?

A white dog with a white plastic muzzle / ¥ XL & 115 /=K

Another room we were allowed to see contained a large engine
but hidden in a corner was a cardboard box, marked “experimen-
tal animal. “Does this mean Osaka prefecture is still sending dogs
for experiments, despite the ban on this practice over 20 years
ago. The vet in charge, when questioned about this, denied any
knowledge of it.

General impression of the new multi-billion yen facility? For me it
was as if Morinomiya from 1990 with its second basements and
miserable conditions for dogs, had been dragged from base-
ments to ground level. In reality nothing has changed. What can |
say? It is such a let-down, such a disappointment.

Visit to Kyoto Aigo Centre on the same day.

Conditions here for the animals were better than what we saw in
Habikino. At least the animals had names. Each dog had an indoor
/ outdoor pen so at least they could get fresh air. However, sadly
every dog was tied on a short lead, unable to rest comfortably, get
to a water bowl or pee outside the sleep area. “This is for training,”
was the explanation. Does this training indicate that the dog will
be tied up all its life? Of course no luxuries like blankets, toys or
mental stimulation of any kind. They do neuter before adoption,
but probably no early spay-neuter here.

Unfortunately animal welfare in Japan is still in the dark ages.

HRBFHICHR SN KRFEMZEER Y - LRABHVEELY 5 — D5 (2019F4H24H)

e —
==

|, | R |

Habikino Aigo Center / JE BE# > 5—

%Ab“?ﬁ:/'E‘LC%OTCIEIﬁﬁ&ﬁEﬂ%ﬁ%t)ﬁ—tz?ﬂ@TEﬁnt
DIE294F /T (19904F) DT &, ZDH%. KRFBYEELEY
F—IFKRBEFOPRBFHICHBEL. 2017ESHICHRD TAK
FEYEESEEYY— ELTA—T Y UELE, 2OFHLWKER
EmEEEREEYY—. BAL19E6THA (17805KRIL)

HDV KNI BLOBREZFE>TREEINE U, FAfLBIF. 2
NETOEEZFES>TETIEDIEN S, Eo ERFFIBHERITENGEN
ER-THNE LI

R REEBEDBHERZERLICLSBRY T 7=NIL/\—
KB EWSETD D SN TWEUIC, MR TIE. 128 0DE
EEZDMDRYYTIMENTNET, RICABE, ETHIEWLEY
VavIUPHBD AT AEohELTED, FYyXOA—F—%
BOEUfco REBRFEZHDEVBEDHDE LD 2D
SRIRASZT VRIS NI IRWE W OFR TRUBRTWE U,
MCHERDBMAEBERICEND R Y T I VICTEZSRIAWNL A
DFERUIeH U—RESIEFT o/ RARDNEWNB T TU. ZDHERR
TlE — R ETICMD R BEZRET B EILBO>TVEDTLLS
m?

BEREBUNIIEADEIL ) EEHNIFERICASBENIC, FATBIE.
BENSDELEETESHERICEBADLSICEDNFT UL, £9
& WEICIBEDEUfco WEILT DANIT —IU D BERH &
IFENTWELUco AEF v 1L BNBBFAEHRL BEHIZHD
FRATUR, RIT, FAfeBIE, BIORTZHSETICEME UL,
FADE—MRIE, "RiFG< FHELREKHRZT. EHLDOHAFSF
ZLTW% Tlle, @AcBDOICBAEREZLTVWEDTLL
SH?HLEZESTRVNETNIE, MTREDNSTEEZEIARICTL
SABRRITESRAT, BATHESZWEW) EBOF XIS
BTTERLIBEN2DHD. FEORDRY VBN DBV TVEL
feo THERADERELLBEDHIC) EVWSDMEBTLUR, €3,
ZZEBESL FERBITHD ST RER T TcHDHAERD T,
RICBDIE, REILT OANEN L IEE Tlizo 5T R
feBIECAIREZBICWEDTY,
1L, FRCFATEBEDERZS W KD WEUc, BDRADICT AT+
yIBEDOHAWI ) EMFITENTZAVWKRTY, BtERS, 20L5%
WRICBMM OB DBIDZETTH, ANLRAZERUIEADAZ
BHSEULIEMSEEFDSITI, COXRIFE §I&ELT BRBZEZLHMD
EEBEEIT>EY AN ZEDFSERUICINTWEDTY, ZDHE
T, BRI HSDEZRTELRDNTVWETD,

ANBRICHESPNTVKEE BEEBFMEESNTVWEREA
MEFEBFMSIEVEORETI D, BIFFAEFLTVET &D

&, — R LN ZDEBIAEE LS EITNIRITTVWEZETLL
57

MR OEEMIEIE. — BRI ZLTWADTLLSM?
RICENSNIEBAZITIEREQRIVIIUNHDEUEH. ZDEE
DRBIC, "RBREYMA) EEDNY VYR—ILENENMNTLEL

Experimental animal body bag / £ E) e 1F RN 275

foo DED REFACEVE#E LY YD SOREBEABYDIRMIE
20FE L ERTICEIEICIR>TWBIFTRDIC, FIZKRRFTIEREE
DAATWEEWSZERDTLLOIN? IBYDEEICZDEICDWN
TEMUTHcECSE, BRI ABASBEWEEWE L,
AHEALMNF TEFRUCHEROEEENRHRIFESTURLE
BN, REISEZZTULLD, £57T. 1990FICFKR/ SDNE
BROMT2REICH > RIcEDHRBRITIRZ, e, IS EIC
SIZE LTI ETDLSBEDTY, BB AAI—DEDL>TLWEVNDT
Fo MEEZIEVNDP S, RYICHFANT, BoMDUELT,

RBOREE B E LY Y — D
REEYBEL Y Y —TOBYORTIE. PEBFHOKXRBEBYE
EEETYY—&DIEFELTUR, 2 Eh, BIICIEZBRIN (T T
S5NTWEUT,
EDREERNEBAETERTEZREICA>TVWELIZDT, Dig
CEHFHBETERZIDRETUR, LHL, LW EIC, ED
REFEWNWI—RTENPNTVBDT, Ho<HLDBCTELTET
KEIMCITLZEDTEF, BROATAY vAZTZIEHTER
Hho ThL—ZV T DEHICEBNTWET) EDFRBBTLRZ, Kig—
TS EBNMNICERRDT, ZDLEODRL—Z VT EVWSEKR
DTL&DIM?

H5230. Ef. AETF . RELDEICKRDZDBDE, BERRBIE—)
525N TWEBATURZ, ZOMEHRTIE. BREIAICESDNHE
ICBFEBFMET>TVETH, REBFEDFM (£%6~14
BRETOFEM) 2FFEETHEENDTERFLTVAENESTU .,

BARNS, AR COBYELRELELBERRDLSTT,

STVININVY HO4 3DI0A V

610 HANWNNS



STVININY HO4 3OI0A V

610C¢ HANNNS

The Shame of Morinomiya from a 1990 article

¥15,000 is not a bad deal for a three-day stay in the centre of
Osaka, a location nudging the castle and barely a stone’s throw
from the New Otani where money speaks every inch of the way
and where aspiring yuppies and haute couture-clad clientele sip
Darjeeling tea and partake of tiffin in the glittering lobby. With
such favourable terms however, there are bound to be snags.

Unfortunately , the accommodation is in the second basement
down several flights of stairs with no lift. They are mean about the
lighting, in fact lights are only switched on for passing visitors.
Naturally it’s draughty, damp and cold, especially freezing in
winter as there is no heating. Sorry too, there are no beds or even
blankets and food is provided irregularly or not at all. Surprisingly
the place is packed which means there’s not much room to sit
down. The major drawback is that once you enter they won't let
you leave. Oh, and | forgot to mention they are a bit picky about
customers: you have to homeless, sick, injured, abused, thrown
away, unwanted or stray ..... and only dogs qualify.

| had heard about Morinomiya. | had seen pictures of the place
and its inmates. But nothing had prepared me for the actual horror
scene | witnessed. Ironically my visit was sandwiched between
the Flower Expo, where billions of yen have been lavished for a
six-month flower extravaganza and picking up a parcel at the New
Otani. The contrast could not have been more marked. Osaka
Prefecture spends ¥300,000,000 a year of taxpayers money to
kill around 20,000 dogs (puppies don’t count in these statistics)
which averages ¥15,000 per dog. It’s not its fault it has to carry
out this grisly task; the blame lies squarely on the shoulders of
irresponsible people who abandon, give up or fail to spay neuter
the dogs in their care. The Prefecture merely performs a mopping-
up operation, as it does with other rubbish, to keep the place tidy
and fit for “humans” to live. But the way it does this should be
condemned. Morinomiya is a disgrace to the Prefecture and no
amount of window-dressing like the Flower Expo can hide this
black spot.

Not all hokensho are this low. Indeed Nagoya has a very modern
facility where the public are free to visit, where animals are offered
for re-homing and where people are given advice on how to care
properly for pets as well as plenty of PR. Morinomiya is out of
bounds to the public and the only pretext for entry is to say you’ve
lost your dog ( as | did). Unless you can prove ownership, no
animal is released however hard you plead or offer to give it a
good home.

For the un-initiated with the hokensho practices, let me explain.
Each ku has a hokensho which is responsible for public health
and hygiene. if someone finds or sees a stray dog(s), they notify
the hokensho which is morally bound to go out and catch it (them).
Theoretically, any dog wandering unattended or unleashed is
illegal, as it should be registered and tied by law. (Hence the
number of stress-ridden, miserable, barking dogs one sees
everywhere ). When people give up keeping their dog (the reasons
are often petty or plain mean), they can take them to the hokensho.
Likewise puppies /cats /kittens which they can’t get rid of. If you

Elizabeth Oliver

creep behind the back of any ku, you can see the cages used
for trapping dogs and a steel-shuttered cage where people put
“unwanted pets.” The animals are then transported to the central
hokensho where they are held a mandatory three days (in case a
distraught owner appears) and are then killed. At Morinomiya the
gas chambers lie comfortingly beside the inmates. Euthanising
individuals by painless injection is considered too troublesome
and costly. Dogs which have bitten someone are held a miserable
further three weeks in case they develop rabies. Japan has had no
case of rabies for the past 33 years !

The vet (there are supposed to be three on duty) who guided me
down to the bowels of the basement was courteous, seemingly
untouched by witnessing this routine misery. My first impression
was of total silence, even after the light has been switched on. A
place which housed over 50 dogs would normally be alive with
barking if a stranger walked in. This place had a deathly silence.
The dogs, the spirit gone from them, were sitting, standing, lying
immobile, shivering, trembling, many facing the wall, scarcely a
head turned to look at me. Only their eyes betrayed any emotion,
pools of fear, total despair. These animals had already given up
any hope of life. All were sopping wet, the floor is hosed down
daily, the vet explained. Soggy dog biscuits mixed with excrement
lay untouched. not even a starving dog would eat in these
circumstances. Around their necks were the tight wire nooses
that had dragged them from their freedom, some tied to cage
bars (“ to stop them killing each other.”) One dog, racked by pain,
lay close to death, the three day law won’t bend to put it out of
its misery. A pile of puppies in a box, some dying embryos, lay
huddle seeking warmth from each other. How many ? | couldn’t
count. One or two dogs gave flickering signs of life as | tried to
comfort them through the bars; a sad Tosa going blind, toy dogs
once pampered, now hairless with skin disease. Couldn’t | carry
home one or two ? | knew it was futile to ask, futile to save some
and leave the others. On the notice board board was chalked,
10 dogs, Osaka Prefectural Hospital,” destined for days (weeks?)
of torture by elitist doctors in the name of medical progress; “the
quiet ones,” the vet said. It was hard to come out into the sunshine
with the cherries in full bloom and see well-dressed, well-heeled
people strolling along, enjoying life, while beneath their feet such
hell existed. I’'m still haunted by those eyes.

As things stand now, the image of the hokensho is rock bottom
with the public; the people that work in that particular section are
despised for the job they do and the animals suffer accordingly.
Little effort is made to get to the root of the problem, namely
peoples’ irresponsibility. Much of the money used for destroying
animals could be put to better use in educating the public and in
subsidising spay-neuter. Fewer dogs and cats mean people are
inclined to take better care of them and the hokensho would have
less to deal with. Osaka Prefecture is now considering re-locating
its hokensho; yet to be decided is where and what facilities it
should include. This would be an excellent opportunity to wipe the
slate clean and to make its hokensho a model for the rest of Japan.
A park, (Tsurumi perhaps), where people can get information and
advice on how to care for pets and where animals are offered for

The Shame of Morinomiya from a 1990 article

re-homing. If the people working for the hokensho had pride in the
place they worked and their job, there would be a greater chance
the animals would receive more humane treatment.

Elizabeth Oliver

Anyone wishing to visit Morinomiya to see things for themselves
can contact me c/o KTO ,however it is not for the faint-hearted.

KTO May 1990

Morinomiya Revisited 17th January 2008

fter a gap of 18 years, | revisited Morinomiya. Whenever |

pass near there or see a sign saying “ Morinomiya” , those
painful memories come flooding back; just born puppies, puppies
two weeks old, one month, two months, all piled in a container
screaming for food or the warmth of their mothers, dead and dy-
ing, waiting for hours or days for the convenience of the operators
to wheel them into the gas chambers. And the iron barred enclo-
sures packed with dogs, all with faces turned to face the walls,
shivering, their bodies soaking wet, from the hoses repeatedly
sprayed on them, “ cleaning the floor” was how it was described,
while food mixed with excrement lay all over the floor. These dogs
were not physically dead but mentally they had given up on life.
Total silence except for the cries of the dying puppies.

In 18 years, the number of dogs and puppies killed has plum-
meted; from 13,788 in 1990 to 1539 in 2006. And the Prefecture
is also adopting out some animals. mainly puppies, although less
than half ARK adopts out in a year. Though none of them are mi-
crochipped or neutered, it is a token step in the right direction.

So what has changed at Morinomiya ? They now transport dogs
to the kanji centre in seperate cages in an air-conditioned truck;
previously dogs were packed together, no air-conditioning so you
can imagine what the conditions in summer with temperatures
reaching over 40 degrees inside that tin truck were like. Most of
the dogs had been caught by taunt wire nooses and flung into
the truck. Dogs endured these nooses biting into their neck while
awaiting death. The nooses were only removed after death to be
reused.

We were taken down in the same cranking lift to the dungeon.
Certainly a brighter atmosphere; white and green walls, and fluo-
rescent lights, but remember these are only on when people enter.
Total silence, which is strange in a place housing dogs. On one
side was a three month old puppy in a little playpen “ waiting for
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adoption.” The puppy diverted my attention until | looked across
the room to the other side. It was like being on an aeroplane; here
was a puppy being pampered in first class while the rest of the
passengers slummed it out in economy.

Three iron-barred holding pens with the gas chamber conven-
iently placed on one side. Dogs still waiting have to watch oth-
ers struggling to escape the incoming gas, clawing the side of
the chamber in their attempt to escape, slowly being asphyxiated
which takes time. The chamber is already obsolete and doesn’t
always work well. The tiled floors are soaking wet, so too are the
dogs as cleaning takes place all the time. There is no shelf or
dry place these dogs can escape to get dry or rest. They have to
sleep on that wet cold floor. Dogs can endure cold but not wet
cold. Being January it was freezing, yet there was no heating of
any kind. Food piled high in containers spills over and mixes with
excrement on the floor.

| was exceptionally lucky to visit with Matsuno san, an LDP mem-
ber of the Diet who is working to improve the conditions in the
hokensho. And following this visit, ARK was allowed to take back
five dogs and a week later seven more, all of which have a good
chance of finding a new home. The faces of the staff there lit up, it
had made their day. 12 dogs reprieved from their death sentence.

Out of the 12 dogs, we were, after they had been vaccinated, mi-
crochipped and neutered, able to find new homes for nine of
them. We sent all the details of their new owners; names, ad-
dresses with pictures to the Prefecture. Were they pleased these
dogs had found new homes ? No they weren’t. The reason ? None
of the nine dogs had found a new home in OSAKA Prefecture.
They had been rehomed outside to Kyoto or Hyogo prefectures.
As aresult we had to work hard to find new homes for the remain-
ing three dogs , in Osaka Prefecture !l! What a petty, territorial-
mindset these prefectural bureaucrats have !
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On the same day as ARK'’s reunion party, Happy Share Project
in Toyama held their fair, raising ¥400,000 for ARK.
Congratulations on the success of this event and many thanks for

this generous donation.
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Dear ARK,

It is with a heavy heart that | write to tell you
about the passing of our good boy Puzzle
yesterday. We found him at ARK seven years
ago, and | can't begin to express how much
happiness and comfort he has brought to me
and my family. It was my first time to have such a
small dog (a Chihuahua), but | soon realized that
even such a tiny life has a huge amount of love to
give. He was always waiting, tail wagging, when
we got home and always in search of a lap to sit
on. He knew exactly what it sounded like when
someone got a block of cheese from the fridge,
and he was at our feet immediately waiting for
a treat. He joined us on camping adventures, but preferred the
routine of home life the most.

We are now working to overcome the Puzzle-size hole in our
hearts. When we are ready, we'll pay another visit to ARK to meet
a new family member. Thank you for connecting us to our Puzzle.

Best regards,
Susan Jones
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I I ow fortunate we were to have fantastic weather for our Reun-
ion Party at Sasayama on May 12th. Around 164 two-legged

friends and 86 four-legged ones joined in the fun and games.

| regret to inform you that our beloved Ebisu ‘
passed away peacefully earlier this morning. —
He was alive at midnight, but when | checked
on him at six-thirty this morning, | found that
he was no longer breathing.

| took him straight to our vet, who confirmed |
that he had gone.

Ebisu had been a member of my family for just
over six months. | had hoped to spend much
longer with him and am truly saddened that |
cannot.

| know it was because of the loving care he received at ARK and
the support of his sponsors that kept Ebisu so well to such a
grand age and would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude.

Masako Niwa
Ebisu was rescued together with 12 other dogs from an apartment

in Osaka. He was a popular sponsor dog at ARK for 14 years,
before being rehomed in Kanagawa.
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Japan-British Society herb garden

On May 5th, 16 members of the Japan-British Society came
to Sasayama to create a herb garden. 18 different kinds of
herbs from 153 pots were planted. This is an added feature to

Sasayama’s garden.

Event at YMCA International school

Kids at the YMCA join enthusiastically in their school event to
raise money for ARK.
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Visit by YMCA International school to ARK. / YMCAA Y7 —73>3FILAI—IL. ARK:ARE

classmates from the YMCA International school
22visited ARK on 30th May. The class had a good mix of
nationalities, including; Japanese, Korean, ltalian, Indonesian,
Australian, Canadian, American, Chilean, Taiwanese, and Indian.
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Badger passed over Rainbow Bridge in autumn 2008 but he
continues to send his letter to ARK.

ARK sometimes has to deal with hoarding cases, either
mostly cats or mostly dogs. In the case of dogs it is fairly
easy to count them but with cats? If we are told there are 10,
we might end up finding 30 or more. A hoarder’s place, even
though it may only be a one room apartment, is usually full
of junk, which hoarders collect along with animals. Cats can
squeeze into tiny spaces, behind or inside or on top of furni-
ture, which makes finding them a nightmare. In the course of
our search we often come across piles of feces, rotting food,
dirty dishes and sometimes, sadly, the remains of animals
which have died.

So given the ability to hide away in a small room and be dif-
ficult to find, what are our chances of finding a cat which
disappears into the wide outdoors? ARK recently had a call
from a woman whose cat had gone missing and she wanted
another cat to replace it. When questioned about this, she
said the cat had been missing for two weeks. Two weeks?
Cats have been known to go missing for months, some-
times years. It seems obvious, but searching your own house
should be first on the list. It takes an intensive search of one’s
neighbourhood to check every nook and cranny, and to ask
neighbours to help by checking if the cat has not inadvert-
ently been locked into a garden shed, apart from putting “lost
cat” posters around. Cats are nocturnal so a distressed own-
ers voice calling it during the day, may cause it to keep hiding.
Carrying a torch at night, may help pick up the cat’s eyes in
the dark. Giving up searching is like passing a death sentence
on your poor cat.

Unfortunately in this country, there are worse perils than get-
ting lost or having a traffic accident. Many people put out poi-
son to kill cats which use their garden as a toilet, friendly cats
are abused and tortured by unhinged individuals and owned
cats can pick up diseases from feral cats. Which is why at
ARK we recommend people keep cats indoors, for their pet’s
safety and their owner’s peace of mind. An indoor cat need
not be deprived of sunshine if it has a sunny window seat or
an enclosed, escape-proof area in the garden.

The same woman also lied on an adoption application she
sent to ARK, saying she kept her cats, (including the missing
one) “inside”, this we know to be untrue. She also has three
kids. We wonder what she would do if they went missing?

STTVININVY HO4 3DI0A V

610 HAWWNNS

15



ARK NOTICE BOARD
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Calling ARK?

ARK Office 7—VB%H

Tel: 072-737-0712 <10:00~16:00>
Fax: 072-737-1886

HEKER BFER LT BTIRSET,
Office closed on WEDNESDAYS

Visiting ARK?
Open: 7—%0)shkEB5R]
BHFLE : 10:00~15:00
R%3%L8 1 10:00~16:00
¥ SREDBES. FEREICTHAICSFHTSV,

ARK DIARY

2 9H FA#HHPET SPAICTERS
24H #FGREEN DOGICTE#R=
24H MERIPET SPAICTERR

3H 3H DLDICTE#HS
9H BEEEERADHLEN—TH—TVDER
16H [LRISSHTOZ773IU—T7x X7 +/\L
24H #PEGREEN DOGICTEHS
24H MEHIPET SPAICTEHS

48 7H AB#HHPET SPAICTEHS
178 FELHRINIXE Yy —ICTERS
20H&21H
FIATERAART—RF—2019Ic&1N
24H VRFBYFEERLII—BM
28H MFGREEN DOGICTE#HR
28H&29H

A/C Numbers

B[ {E5 Post Office :

® FHEHZEFEEEAN P=VILLT71—IEH
00900-0-151103

® YU Fa7) 77K Sanctuary Fund
00970-9-58799

@ KHELAF 21—
Large Scale Rescue Fund for Earthquake animals
00970-2-267840

B =ZRRUFJIRTT E%RE
Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ Bank (lkeda branch)
(&) 5288059
HEFEMFSEN F=IIL72—IER

B =HERRIT tHEXE
Mitsui-Sumitomo Bank (lkeda branch)
(&)1472705
NEFEMFHEAN F=VIL72—IER

B HEERIT )IFEE
Minato Bank (Kawanishi branch)
HEFEMNTHEAN F=VIL72—IER
()1693405
A/C no: 1693405 Animal Refuge Kansai

¥ CEEIIEERZ SFIELLIES W RTESHIED
BRIFEERICT—VEBRBETA—I. T7v IR
FIFRBEICT. BAHL. SEF. BEES. FEA

BREHHMSELEZ W,

P—I%ETKETIDEHRA
SEREFHEGWMERT 30 BEICHNZER
ZHUTHRS L. ZDERZEYHEDEREE
REVTCERLEWEFEUE T, WelcWeaHF [T
ﬁ@“%ﬁﬂ*ﬂk%’f‘%téh%ﬁt; BFHTIN.

—VEERETCEEEBEVWRLEIBICS
Tﬁlﬂ?é’)f\ﬂé%ﬁ/\[’i\z.@*—’a?%&bﬁl@bfﬁﬂ
LU EFET,

F—=IRAVIN=RI 5T

ARK Members Club

Y4 7E> RIS /Diamond Paw: ¥10,000/8
JLE—/X / Ruby Paw: ¥5,000/H4

B 7747/ / Sapphire Paw: ¥3,000/H
JX—=)LJXT / Pearl Paw: ¥1,000/8

AR —HIE ARK Sponsors

RESTCFDRARYY —ICIR>TEVWT. ZDEEREP
BEZCHAWEHETT U IFHPE 2/ 7

ARK

A Voice for Animals

RERTEFFEFZIEA
F=RIWL721—VEE (7—7Y)
T563-0131

KERAT & RE AR RE 2 BT BF B KR 595
Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

Certified NPO ARK Animal Refuge Kansai
595 Noma Ohara, Nose-cho, Toyono-
gun, Osaka-fu 563-0131 JAPAN

Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

E-mail:
— ark@arkbark.net
R—AL~r—Y  www.arkbark.net

®®7—% Tokyo ARK:
Tel/Fax: 050-1557-2763
E-mail: tokyoark@arkbark.net

EETEDTEAR
#{E/F: 00940-0-250984
P.O. Account: 00940-0-250984

ARK Twitter:
http://twitter.com/arkbark2010

ARK Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
animalrefugekansaiARK
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Things we need

Dog: senior dried food, canned food,

shampoo, Frontline, ‘My Free Guard’, A ‘e \
ST P <
squeaky toys, strong toys, kongs, Pre- " ¥ ¢
( 22—
mier Collars (size: M) Inll AT D\
. D) n.;r:{f\{v\’\s/ 3] |
Cat: w/d, i/d, c/d, p h control olfacto- @{_ VY o0

ry, adult/senior canned food, scratch- & — =
ing boards, toys, Frontline

General: Timothy for rabbits, scrubbing brushes, yard
brushes, dust pans, metal buckets (10L~15L), cotton wool
pads, cotton swabs, tissues, 45L trash bags, pet sheets (big
size), used newspapers, liquid laundry detergent, bedding
plants, washing machines (new, more than 8kg), Bamboo

screens for shade, used towels (washed)



