











HAPPY NEW YEAR
from Happy Homes



Elizabeth Oliver Honoured by the Japan-British Society

AIN—DHEBZEZRZEULE L

n November 22, 2022, our founder, Elizabeth Oliver, MBE re-
Oceived the Japan-British Society award for 2022. The award
was presented by Princess Akiko of Mikasa at the Japan-British
Society annual dinner, held at the Okura Hotel in Tokyo.

ARK was founded 32 years ago. We are honoured and humbled
by this prestigious award from long-term supporters, the Japan-
British Society. The dinner was also attended by Mme Dewi Su-
karno, a staunch supporter of ARK’s mission, who offered her
congratulations to Elizabeth in person.

In accepting the award, Elizabeth shared the following thoughts:

| have faced many obstacles in animal welfare over the last dec-
ades. My work deals not only with animals, but also with people.
Most of these are wonderful, but some are decidedly not. | have
tried to follow my beliefs in what is right and am grateful for the
opportunities | have had to contribute to society.

Japan-British Society (from the JBS website)

The Japan-British Society was founded in
1908 to encourage the study of things British
and to promote cordial relations between the
peoples of the United Kingdom and Japan.
The Society was for a long time an unincor-
porated organisation but was reformed and
established as a Shadan Hojin in November
2000, and Ippan Shadan Hojin in April 2012.

Ready to be charmed? See our animals on SNS

Watch for daily updates on animals looking for homes on ARK’s SNS.
We’ve been broadcasting live since 2022 from each of three facilities to show you how

fantastic they are!

You’ll see our animals in their normal environments and get all the latest information on

adoption fairs and other special events.
Don't forget to like and follow us!
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How many cats is too many?

Many cat lovers have more than one feline friend. Ernest
Hemingway’s contention that “one cat leads to another” is
close to many of our hearts.

Most “hoarders” probably start with 2 cats, whose numbers swell
and get out of control. Some probably started by rescuing strays,
but also found themselves with too many.

Gumma Wan Nyan Network has been called to homes with tens of
cats on countless occasions, but in a recent rescue, the number
of cats was astronomical: a single dwelling, with a single occu-
pant, had no less than 170 cats in it!

When the homeowner was hospitalized, leaving the cats with no
water or air conditioning, heat and dehydration took its toll. Gum-
ma Wan Nyan cleaned the home, making it safe and habitable for
the cats, then ferried them in groups for neutering and medical
checks. This mammoth task was followed by another - working
with the owner to identify the cats and start the rehoming process.

When Tokyo ARK visited the home in late February, there were still
140 cats in the house. We were shocked to hear that the owner
had been “intrigued by the different colours, patterns and tail-
shapes of the kittens born there”. He apparently enjoyed seeing
the cats’ numbers grow and even seemed proud of himself.

The cats have all been born in the last four years. Thanks to Gum-
ma Wan Nyan Network, they are now well-fed and have clean litter
trays. ARK has taken in and rehomed some of the cats and will
continue to do so.

170 cats in one house, albeit a stately one, is clearly too many
by any account. While the numbers are more astounding than
most, this is not an isolated case. Not all end well for the animals
concerned. The laws relating to animal ownership are topical at
the moment, with people convicted of animal abuse maintaining
the right to possession of their victims under current laws. Animal
hoarding is cruelty, regardless of intent.

Hoarding is deeply rooted in the health - or lack thereof - not only
of the individual, but also of society itself. Its solution requires a
coordinated approach and cooperation between the public and
private sectors.
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Shelter Medicine with Dr Yuko Nishiyama - Dermatological Problems
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helter staff were delighted to welcome Dr Yuko Nishiyama,
SDVM, for another informative, practical lecture. This time, she
focussed on dermatological issues that commonly affect shelter
animals.

We learnt NOT to assume that skin problems are caused by aller-
gies. Numerous factors, singularly or in combination, can cause
itching, inflammation or other discomfort in animals. These fac-
tors may include allergies to food, parasites and environmental
factors. They may also be infectious, physiological or stress-relat-
ed. Certain breeds may be prone to skin problems.

To correctly diagnose skin problems, a vet will need to examine
the animal’s diet, environment, frequency of shampoos and how
the problem manifests itself as well as any other health issues
noted. The next step will be for the vet to draw on experience in
determining the most likely cause and attempting to treat it. The
diagnosis can be confirmed by successful treatment. It is also im-
portant to exclude common causes of skin trauma, like ringworm
or acarus. When the field is narrowed, the vet will usually confirm
diagnosis using techniques such as biopsies or patch tests.
After a clear explanation of each of the main causes of skin is-
sues, Dr Nishiyama explained which of them can be transmitted
to humans. She then discussed the best ways to approach skin
problems, especially in shelter animals.

When animals come to ARK’s shelter, they are placed in quaran-
tine, whether or not there is obvious skin trauma. They undergo
flea and tick prevention treatment and medicated shampoos.
Animals are observed closely. We closely follow the procedures
recommended by Dr Nishiyama and fully concur with her that the
best medicine for any animal is a forever home.

Introducing Our New Sponsor Dog

amala has now been added to our list of animals looking for
Ksponsorship, so we would like to take this opportunity to
have you know her a little better.
Kamala suffers epilepsy and cannot be without her medication.
We want to keep her happy and comfortable while she waits for
her forever home, no matter how long that takes, so we have de-
cided to ask your help in sponsoring this sweet lady. She adores
people, so please come to Nose and meet her.
In 2020, Kamala’s former home in Shimane made the news - the
tiny dwelling held more than 160 dogs in cramped conditions.
Kamala was one of 22 of these dogs that came to ARK. She was
estimated to be 5 years old. Whether or not inbreeding played a
part, several of the dogs had epilepsy and cloudy eyes resulting
from fits. Kamala endured such severe fits that her entire body
would convulse and she would struggle to breathe. Seeing her
suffer was heartbreaking.
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Daily medication is a must for our charming Kamala, as are regu-
lar blood tests. We are aware that it won’t be easy to find the right
home for this almost catlike dog who doesn’t like going for walks
but will fall asleep in your arms. We’re hoping that Kamala’s story
will resonate with someone prepared to accept her

as sheis.

Jigen Hiroki lto (Sasayama staff)

n February 8, Jigen took his last breath at
Oour Sasayama Facility. He was 18 years
old. Jigen battled auto-immune issues to live
a very long life, not just for himself, but also
for his brother Goku, who died five years ago.

Jigen was the only dog that had been in
Sasayama since the facility was opened in
2014. He was the face of Sasayama ARK. He
was loved by all for his warm nature and car-
toonish face.

Jigen was the only dog that held the keys to Sasayama: he walked
around at will, asking staff and volunteers for treats and took naps
whenever he wanted to. We still feel his presence.

Jigen was already an older dog when | joined the staff. He loved
his food and hated walks - he was a feisty old guy! | used to start
and finish each day with Jigen’s ablutions, so | really feel that he is
still with us. Regular volunteers also
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all say the same thing: “we still ex-
pect him to be there when we open
the door”.

Jigen was a huge part of the fabric of
Sasayama. The multitude of colour-
ful flowers and incense on his altar
attests to that.

It is sad that Jigen had to end his
days at the shelter, but | take com-
fort in the fact that he was well-loved
by everyone. Those who mourn his
death know his life was worthwhile.
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ARK Reunion 2022

lue skies and fine weather welcomed 111 people and 64 dogs

to our reunion.
For the past few years, the reunion has been held in autumn - per-
fect timing for annual costume competitors to choose Halloween
as their theme. Guests and staff alike were delighted by the ex-
ceptional costumes.
Guests - people and dogs - competed in fun and games like
“come back quick”, “yes no quiz” and “treasure hunt”. The dogs
looked a little bemused at how seriously their families took the
day’s events - it was fun watching them! Of course we don’t mind
if some leave part way through the event, which caters to older
dogs and those that are not comfortable around new people or
other dogs. As long as the dogs have a good time, we’re all happy!
The next reunion is planned for autumn this year. The date will be
announced as soon as details come to hand. Please come along
- we look forward
to seeing more
happy dogs and
their happy fami-
lies this year!
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Dogs & cats: maintenance food

s N
General: scrubbing brushes, - «Tg «:“g
yard brushes, dust pans, cotton : B \9;)&_-“\
. AU 1)
wool pads, cotton swabs, tis- \(\ﬁ%ﬁ?\l}%f\(’;”
sues, pet sheets (big size), liquid T ‘_‘Tf'j

laundry detergent

You can support us just by
shopping on Amazon or send-
ing us a gift from our Amazon
Wish List !
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Join our community today!

We need your help to provide the highest level of care for our
animals. By becoming a Paw Member, you can ensure con-
tinuing care for current and future ARK animals.

Choose the membership that’s best for you:
Diamond Paw ¥10,000/month or ¥120,000/year
Ruby Paw ¥5,000/month or ¥60,000/year
Sapphire Paw ¥3,000/month or ¥36,000/year
Pearl Paw ¥1,000/month or ¥12,000/year

For details, scan the following code or visit or website.
http://www.arkbark.net/

Badger passed over Rainbow Bridge in autumn 2008 but he
continues to send his letter to ARK.

What a difference the years make. In 1995, Kobe suffered
a huge earthquake. Thousands of people died, suffered in-
juries or were made homeless. At that time there were few
world-wide search and rescue teams especially those with
dogs. Switzerland was the exception. Within hours, the Swiss
team composed of 25 people and 12 dogs, were on their
way to Kobe, intending to start work immediately. However
when they arrived at Kansai International airport, they were
told that their dogs would have to go into quarantine for three
days. How could such urgently needed help be blocked by
such bureaucratic red tape? Once that obstacle had been
cleared, the Swiss team were told that while its members
would be put up i n hotels, their dogs would have to stay in a
nearby park. The team reject this saying, “if our dogs have to
stay in a park, so will we.” In all, 40 out of 60 overseas offers
of help were turned down by the Japanese government.

Fast forward nearly 30 years to the recent 2023 devastating
earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. All help welcomed there.
Many countries sent rescue teams with dogs to help in the
recovery process including, Japan with sent 14 people and 4
dogs and of course Switzerland, ready as usual to go where
they are needed. The work is hard with many dogs suffering
cuts and bruises from broken glass and sharp metal found
in the rubble of collapsed buildings. A dog called Proteo one
of 10 dogs sent from Mexico, One dog, Proteo, died after
collapsing while in service. He was given a hero’s funeral in
Mexico when he returned home.

We need to give credit to these brave hero animals, whether
dogs, horses or pigeons, who serve us so faithfully in times
of disaster or war.
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Calling ARK?

ARK Office 7—VE#5
Tel: 072-737-0712 <10:00~16:00>

Fax: 072-737-1886
B kKERIZAEBLTETIREEY,
Office closed on MONDAYS and WEDNESDAYS

Visiting ARK?
Open: 77— D5h5RIB5R
BEFL : 10:00~15:00
R%¥#E : 10:00~16:00
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A/C Numbers

E}{ES Post Office:

O BFEFEFFEHEA PoIILT721—-VEE
00900-0-151103

® YU Fa7')77>K Sanctuary Fund
00970-9-58799

B =ZUFJRTT thHEX%E
Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ Bank
(Ikeda branch)
(&)5288059
NEFEFEFEREAN 7=VILL72—IEE

B =HERIRIT HHAXRE
Mitsui-Sumitomo Bank (lkeda branch)
(&)1472705
NEFEFEFEREAN 7=VILL72—IEE
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ARK

A Voice for Animals

RENTEIEENEEEA

PRI 721—VEE(P—2)
T563-0131

KBR AT £ BEER 68 2 BT BF FE KR 595
Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

Certified NPO ARK Animal Refuge Kansai
595 Noma Ohara, Nose-cho, Toyono-
gun, Osaka-fu 563-0131 JAPAN

Tel: 072-737-0712

Fax: 072-737-1886

E-mail:
—fg ark@arkbark.net
R—LR— www.arkbark.net

RE7—% Tokyo ARK:
Tel/Fax: 050-1557-2763
E-mail: tokyoark@arkbark.net

Twitter:
http://twitter.com/arkbark2010

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
animalrefugekansaiARK
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10/2 Adoption fair at the Franciscan Chapel in Roppongi

10/3 Speech at Tokyo American Club’s Coffee Morning

10/15 Kobe Green Dog Adoption Fair

10/16 Elizabeth Oliver speech & participation in Charity Bazaar at Japan
British Day (Hankyu Department Store)

10/23 K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

10/30 Reunion

11/11 Jigen recognised for longevity by Tamba Sasayama City

11/13 Hilton Hotel Christmas Train

11/22 Elizabeth Oliver received Japan-British Society Award
Students from Kyoto Dobutsu Senmon Gakko tour ARK

11/27 K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair

12/3 ADOPTION PARK Adoption Fair at UNU (Aoyama, Tokyo)

12/8 Christmas Charity Party for Eva & ARK hosted by Mme Dewi Sukarno

12/11 K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair 12/11 KOFFaTIIv/I\VERS

12/17 Kobe Green Dog Adoption Fair 12/17 #EGDE#H=

1/8  Kobe Green Dog Adoption Fair 1/8 #WFRGDE#H=

1/14  [Monthly participation confirmed!] Dog Salon Tommy Adoption Fair 1/14  [E#BI#3RE] Dog Salon Tommy EH<

1/24 Participated by video link in Daisan Junior High School 1/24 KRB HILE=FHZRA Y T1 VBERER
(Katano-shi, Osaka) work experience program BBW- 2E—H—ELTEM

10/2 REKRISZVIRAAY - FeRILEVI—EBEES

10/3 EWERFZXUAH>U ST Coffee MeetingIlC THEE

10/15 #FGDE#H=

10/16 EFEHEHRT—ICTAUN—EEX
FrUTF\F— in RESHIERE

10/23 KO+ FaTIIv/I\VERS

10/30 E&R%

1M/11 FEEELmRICTRERARERICSM @Lr—7-97Y)

11/13 BEILNYKRBRF v UT1AXRV NS

11/22 HEBRERGERICTAUN—FE
TEBEMEFIZER MR REEN

11/27 KOFFaTIIv/I\VERES

12/3 ADOPTION PARK E#H% at UNU

12/8 JURIAF+YF+4—/{—T«— for Eva & ARK

1/25 Aiwin International School - Learning about ARK 1/25 7A A YA —F a3t RI—IICTLIFv—
1/29 K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair 1/29 KO+ FaZIIv/I\VEHE
2/11  Kobe Green Dog Adoption Fair 2/11 #AEGDE#H=
2/26 Visit from keyme KK 2/26 keymetkH&t K
K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair KO+ FaJILIv/I\VEHR

3/4 First adoption fair at Yodogawa Chuo Animal Hospital 3/4
3/5 Animals appeared in NHK FKazoku ni narou yo (Let’s Be a Family);  3/5

BHinE) P REMWRET
NHK IRI&IC7225 &g HIE

3/11 Dog Salon Tommy Adoption Fair 3/11  Dog Salon Tommy E#H&
3/19 K9 Natural Japan Adoption Fair 3/19 KO+ FaZIIv/\VERE
3/25 Kobe Green Dog Adoption Fair 3/25 WFEGDE#H=



