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“If a dog jumps into your lap it is because he is fond of you; RIS ICEDDIEHRINFEEHS
but if a cat does the same thing it is because your lap is WO ICEDDIEHBIZDOIHEHVHS

warmer.”
ANRTARAYR

A.N. Whitehead
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his past year has been one, unlike any other. Everyone has

been affected in some way. We can only hope that once the
Covid 19 virus has been eliminated, we can all return to some
normality in our daily lives.

Due to Covid we thought it unwise to hold our annual Spring reun-
ion party and Autumn BBQ party in Sasayama. Likewise we asked
our regular volunteers and visitors to make appointments before
coming to ARK. We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this
may have caused. We also cut back our regular adoption events
at Green Dog and other venues. Tokyo ARK however has been
able to hold some adoption events and we would like to thank
the generous owners of these venues for allowing us to use them.

Animal intake likewise has been affected. Although we had no in-
take due to the demise of an owner, we have had requests due to
effects of Covid 19, financial problems, loss of job, bankruptcy
and often due to elderly owners becoming unable to care for their
pets anymore. We have reduced the number of dogs here in Nose,
sending some to Tokyo and others to Sasayama. We took in 10
dogs from a horrendous hoarding case in Shimane prefecture in
November, (Shimane is a four and a half hour drive from ARK).

A 2020 survey conducted by the Japan Pet Food Association
found a 15 percent increase in dog and cat ownership compared
with the previous year. This was probably due to more people
working from home due to Covid fears. There were an estimated
8.49 million dogs and 9.64 million cats being kept as pets in Ja-
pan as of October. Although pet ownership rose, the number of
dogs dropped while cat numbers increased compared with 2019,
a trend attributed to the aging of Japan's population since cats
are easier to look after than dogs. As with organizations in other
countries, we worry that once lockdowns end, people will aban-
don these pandemic-purchased pets.

Milestones; Mai-chan who has been at ARK most of her life,
passed away recently just two months short of her 21st birthday.
Although not lucky enough to find her forever home, she was
much loved as a member of ARK’s family and is sadly missed.

We apologise for the delay in reporting ARK’s annual financial
records which should have been reported in the autumn newslet-
ter 2020. This was due to a change in our accounting procedures.
We are now employing an international company QCIC, which is
a provider of business process outsourcing services in Japan, to
manage our accounting.

ARK is due to receive a regular inspection for our Nintei NPO ac-
creditation renewal from Osaka-fu in the coming months. The
regulators are behind schedule due to COVID-related delays in
the regulatory pipeline. We will report back with an update soon.

Our gratitude to everyone who has continued to support us
through this difficult time and our hope that you all stay safe and
well.
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th March 2021 marks the 10th An-
1 1 niversary of the Great Eastern earth-
quake, one of the most powerful ever re-
corded, and the following tsunami in which
around 20,000 people lost their lives. Unlike
the Hanshin Awaji earthquake in 1995 which
devastated Kobe and the surrounding ar-
eas which could be reached within a couple
of hours from our shelter in Nose, Tohoku
meant a day’s drive carrying all essential
equipment, plus food and water for people
and animals and fuel for the vehicle. It also
meant our rescue staff had to remain in the area for days. Around
200 animals, mostly dogs, were rescued and these were met by
the Tokyo ARK vehicle and because local airports were damaged,
transported to Haneda airport for flights to Osaka Itami. The ani-
mals were met at Itami and transported to our Nose shelter.
On one such rescue, 11 dogs were rescued from Iwaki hokensho
and among these was Carex, who after all these years is still with
us and now living at our Sasayama facility. The remaining dogs
from that rescue, all found loving homes. Looking at Carex, brings
back memories of that traumatic event and the loss of so many
human and animal lives.

Late news: Carex who is mentioned above as being the last To-
hoku earthquake dog still with us at ARK, has finally been adopt-
ed. We hope he finds lasting happiness in his new home.
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Members of the Japan-British Society of the Kansai, So-
1 Ocial Action Group, came to Sasayama ARK on 13th March
to plant some trees including a cherry tree, donated by members
of the Society. The planting of this symbolic tree had been delayed
a year due to COVID 19. The same group created a herb garden
two years ago next to the newly planted cherry tree. Although
the weather was cold,
all members worked
hard with the plant-
ing. They were joined
by ARK gardener
Takada san and veter-
an volunteer, Tanaka
san. The cherry tree is
a symbol of friendship
between Japan and
the United Kingdom.

BAHERBROHREESTHDOREI04DN, 3A13BICTF7—IDEIL
F V)Y —ZEHN MOKRIXZEEOERETVWELI, Th5D
ALIE ABENS SER/WEWEDTT, YVRILERDIDRD
e, FMEIOFVAIILADHICIERERS N TWE LT, SER
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https://www.city.tambasasayama.lg.jp/news/news/16143.
html
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The Beginning

After a year of pondering whether we are
ready to commit to a dog or not, we final-
ly made up our minds and submitted our
adoption application to ARK. We wanted
a big dog and we had an eye on this cute
dog who happened to be blind named Gin
that we saw on ARK’s website. We set up a
date for the interview, and actually met and
greeted Gin. | R

&

HEW
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HUEUZ, 7=z 7Y MTBNASINT
WEEBSUWRA, REREHWVWERBST
WeRAeBEDBICBED £ Uz, ZDFDZHEIIE
I, BEDWETSTEMNRZBRWATU,
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Gin’s profile photo (Seriously, who wouldn't AYUN—ZAEDEFEILT— V2B NTcD

It was the end of January 2017 when we fall in love with this cute fluff ball?)

1. 2017F1BRD I ET Uz, CDEERIC,

went to ARK for an interview with Ms. OI- BEHEERADOEE (MHIKRE T HEL>TIAK JYVEBENRZIBWEITFTEEL T7x—7

iver. During the interview, we were informed [CAIEWETET B5rAKRSIFEIC/EZ 1)

that Gin also has an autoimmune disease

called Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada (VKH) like syndrome , and he needs
special care and medicines for the rest of his life. Upon hearing
this, we were even more sure that Gin needs us. We made the
decision on the spot that we will provide the special care that he
needed. We decided to keep his name but change the spelling to
Gin (his Dad’s favorite drink) instead of Jin.

The Journey to Healing

| would like to share a bit about Gin’s genetic disease to raise
awareness that genetic diversity is very important in dogs as it
regulates inheritance diseases. We were informed that Gin’s was
not only blind but had also been diagnosed with a genetic dis-
ease known as Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada (VKH) like syndrome. The
correct term for this disease is Uveo-Dermatological Syndrome
but because of its strong similarity to this autoimmune disease in
humans, it is often referred as VKH. Akitas (Japanese and Ameri-
can) are on the list of most commonly affected dog breeds fol-
lowed by the Samoyed, the Irish Setter, the Golden Retriever, the
Chow-Chow, the Shetland Sheepdog, the Siberian Husky, the
Old English Sheepdog and the St Bernard. VKH is auto-immune
related with hereditary implications. The immune system attacks
the melanin-forming cells (melanocytes). The first symptoms oc-
cur in the eyes, and it’s very painful due to pressure and bulging
of the eye. Gin’s vet at ARK made the decision to remove both of
his eyes surgically to improve Gin’s quality of life. The disease af-
fects mucous membrane areas such as the eyelids, mouth, anus,
vulva, and sometimes the pads of the dog’s feet. Gin had ulcers
in his mouth and we also found that the ulcers had developed in
his nose. He also had recurring infections on both his front paws.

There is no cure for this disease. The only thing that can be done
is to suppress the clinical symptoms to ensure a reasonable qual-
ity of life for the dog. However, the side effects of the medication
are often worse than the disease itself. The goal was to wean him
off of the steroids to minimize the long-term side effects. Unfortu-
nately, Gin’s case was one of the worst VKH cases. Every time, we
tried reducing the steroids dose, he’d have a seizure and his head
started tilting. We started looking for alternatives, when one of the
ARK'’s volunteers introduced us to a holistic vet who is trained in
conventional veterinary medicine and traditional Chinese veteri-
nary medicine.

Nl - [RE (VKH) SRIEREE SIEEN 28
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The first session of acupuncture and Chinese herbals improved
Gin’s condition significantly. His excessive panting and insatia-
ble thirst and hunger were alleviated. We also extended our net-
working to Akita owners overseas in search for advice. We then
met Barbara Bouyet, a very respected Akita expert in the US
whose book is often referred to as the “Akita bible”. She intro-
duced us to a supplement called Immunovet
(US brand: Shield4Pets). It was this supple-
ment that made Gin’s condition manageable
and allowed us to reduce his steroids dose.
Other than acupuncture and Immunovet, we
also addressed his dietary needs by feeding
him the appropriate food, and provided regu-
lar skin care. We invested in a microbubble
bath shower head and blower so we could
bath him at home. After a year long of search-
ing for the right treatments and care for him,
everything finally fell into place. Gin flourished
and people wouldn’t know that he had an au-
toimmune disease if we didn’t say anything.

His fur became soft and fluffy, and some of Gin’s transformation

his pigment returned. IyDEL

The Journey to Rainbow Bridge

2019 was fairly peaceful for us. Gin’s disease was well managed
and no more emergency vet visits. Gin even had a little sister at
the end of the year. Then, early in 2020, Gin suddenly lost his ap-
petite. No matter how sick he was, Gin never skipped his meals
or treats so we knew this was something serious. We took him to
his vet for a check up, and the initial x-ray showed that he had a
mass in his liver. We booked an MRI for him to check the mass
thoroughly. The mass was cancer and had grown more than 10
cm, covering most of his liver. Due to his pre-existing condition,
surgery would be high risk. We decided not to do the surgery and
opted to keep Gin as comfortable as possible, stress-free and
pain-free. His vet said it will be a miracle if he’d live until next year.
We intended to make the best of what we had left with Gin.

We made a bucket list of things to do with Gin. Gin was well loved
by people in our neighborhood, so we arranged a photo session
walking with him and
greeting his people.
We also took him to
visit ARK one last
time. It was a bitter-
sweet feeling but |
think Gin approved
the bucket list we
made for him.

In front of Gin’s favorite yakiimo shop and barbecue restaurant
VVDERUCAD DREZEFESAEFERESADEIT
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REFTEESNEUEESTHTY) ENMNDDITOEESTAIEE L
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WXLz,
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We searched for euthanasia and funeral options in Japan, and
things to prepare for the inevitable. We bought a casket and ice
packs to preserve him while waiting for his cremation day, and a
butsudan for his resting place. We decided to go for mobile cre-
mation and euthanasia at home. We asked his holistic vet to help
him transition as we couldn't think of a better person to ask.

Gin slowly deteriorated, his walks were slower. Eventually he
couldn’t finish his walks. We had to carry him the rest of the way
home. He refused to take his medicines and eat his meals. We
knew the time was close. We had everything set up and ready
but our hearts were not ready. How do you
know it’s the right time? How do you decide
the right day and time? No one could give
us the answer but the moment you know,
you know you know. We set up the day and
time with the holistic vet and booked the
mobile cremation. We had one final walk
to his favorite walking spot. The holistic vet
took her time to prepare us emotionally. We
had the honor of having a friend who does
animal communication connect with us vir-
tually to bear witness of Gin’s to transition.
On September 2, 2020 we sent Gin to his
final journey.

ThfcBld BRATRECTRERERERZLTHSZI DD ZERNEL
feo ZUT BT OSNBW I EICHATRERYZERARBLE U, TAKS
B AEEAZEDRF TRERFLU B ODORSAZE>TEFH U,
e, YUDNLENCENSHZAELTAEDBEWR Uc, FAcBiIR. &
EIEDBAELTEEEZRY, KFEEICKTHESIEICULE U, filc
HEHBADBWENSBN /DT, FhfcBId REEFDOELECT Y
DRILEDEFImWEEBBN LR U,

IVNETEAIEARETO>TWE, oKD EULMEITHRIRDE UL, ZUT,
DWCIERBSDEFTHIFTRLARD, RETHEATRSRITNIEES
BLIEDFE U, YVIFEZRDDZHEND, SEHREBRZRBDF U,
ficBid. ZOBIEIVNTVWEZEEIEBDE
Ufco 2 TDEBZEI LN DOEMRIE
FLETETVWELTATU , RHICSINER
DH?ESPH>THRBZRDNIEVNNDH? 5
BHZTULINFERFA BEREITNELVWERZ
Ho>TWBDOhEULNFEFA, AcBIFERFE
POEEEARERD T KEEDOFHNELE
Ulco ZUT YVDBKICAD DIFFTE TR
BOBMSICTEE U MES A, FATzE
NIFEOEEMNDLSIC, LIES<KEZ
BoT<nEUlc, BIIORIFEDN DM DI RA
MY VDREICIEE > ES>fc 2 &ITR
FMUTWET, 20209828, fafcBlEY v
HEREDOREICEDHUE U,

Gin’s final resting place
AOYIN::]

Gin’s time with us was only three years but
it felt like a lifetime. He taught us so many
things about his breed, dog companionship, healthcare, and so
on. He connected us with so many wonderful people in Japan and
around the world. Gin was my first and my heart dog. He might be
gone but he left his paw print not just on my heart, but on so many
hearts around the world.

Elvita Haff

ost people, both in Japan and overseas, have seen foot-
M age of hoarders’ homes: mountains of whatever the hoarder
cannot throw away or tidy up and often tens of cats. We may not
understand the mechanism, but we recognize hoarding as a sick-
ness, possibly an addiction. When we see them, some of us may
feel pity, some wrinkle our noses and others secretly think, “there,
but for fortune...”

Hoarders are often people in need of help. Some start by rescu-
ing animals and get overwhelmed. These people can be helped
easily, by neutering the cats and relieving the owners of some of
them. Others have deeper-seated problems.

Whatever their reasons, hoarders who collect animals are putting
the latter at risk of physical and mental health issues: often unwill-
ing to have neighbours know their circumstances, hoarders go

VDB BT UIcRBIFhIM3ERT
Lfeh\ EE—RICES L TWe kSRR
Y. N ARE BREBGE, RIBABILELDIEZHITN
Fllco YV DOEMF T BRSSICIFHERADKETADREBES UWA
REFADESTENTEEHUIc, YV IFFADHIHTOERT U, RKIFH
SZOMITEFVWEWTINES, FADDIT, ZUTHRAFDEZLDATLED
Dl BB EELTWER LT,

TILES -\7

to great lengths to keep people away from their homes; unable
to provide adequate medical care, they often have sick and dy-
ing (or even dead) animals in close proximity to family members
and other animals. If the animals are not neutered, problems are
exacerbated by inbreeding and sheer volume.

Many of you have read about the rescue of more than 160 dogs
from one home in Shimane. Tokyo ARK recently encountered the
case of more than 60 cats in the home of a single, unemployed
man.

An adopter, supporter and professional dog trainer, one of whose
articles appears in this newsletter, contacted Tokyo ARK about
a hoarding case in Gumma. It is by no means an isolated case
for her friends at Gumma Rescue. They have become so compe-
tent in dealing with hoarding, that they even clean the homes to

help give the families a new start. Tokyo ARK was asked to take
“even just five” of the cats, all Russian Blues and Norwegian For-
est Cats.

One might wonder how a hoarder ended up with so many pure-
bred cats. A well-known pet search site, which seems to be a
dumping ground for breeders and a haven for hoarders and un-
scrupulous animal collectors, allowed this older, single man, to
“adopt” tens of cats, all of which had come from breeders.

The cats arrived in Tokyo with their initial medical care already
completed by the rescuers. Four females and one male were giv-
en names from the popular “Demon Slayer” series (Kimetsu no
Yaiba) and went to foster homes in Tokyo and Yokohama. Sev-
eral had minor health hiccups which the foster families soon had
treated. One spent a night in an emergency hospital and would
have died - painfully - had he not been with a caring foster family.
He has made a full recovery.

In less than three months, all five were placed in wonderful homes.
Two are still on trial adoptions* at the time of writing. Two of the
cats were very friendly; the other three were less so, probably
because they had had little human contact. Life in foster homes
helps them learn to trust people, but the shyer cats were placed in
pairs or in homes with resident cats.

Pet shops and unscrupulous “adoption” sites are not solely re-
sponsible for animal hoarding, but they are certainly enablers.
Hoarding is devastating for the animals involved, but it does not
help simply to revile the hoarders. It is a social problem the society
needs to address.

*A trial adoption is one in which a resident cat or dog is invited to
spend a couple of weeks with the prospective newcomer before
the adoption is finalized.
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Kodiak / A5« 7v?Y

Kodiak is such a good boy. He likes my older son very much but
my younger son so-so. Although | feed him, he does not exactly
like me because | trim him and sweep the room clean. He is still
a bit scared of my husband who is often away from home, but,
probably better than he would be to someone unfamiliar from
outside.

| don’t know the reason why, but Kodiak loves listening to the
piano. Whenever my children receive on-line piano lessons, he
sits right next to them smiling and licking their legs.

He is so relaxed at home that he stretches himself much more
than before when taking a nap, falls into a deep sleep lying down
in the middle of the corridor, and often does not awake even if
someone passes nearby. He doesn't sleep on his back however.

AFAT7 VIR ETHEVWFICLTWET,

REBIEXRFE, REFEFHPRL. YVEEWLWLWEDZIN BT
ENVIVIPROBHEZLELISIELTLKZNEE L&A1, /UX
BRICWEWZENELLTEEHWEZEEHDITE HISTHVWAL
DIFVLWHR, ZAREL T,

BENET/BFERELSIT. FEBLBEDUE—F - LYAVIEWL
DHBHTHELT DO FHOBZRHIEDULTVWETD,
BEBEBOEETVWRABENMBOZLSICRDF U, £EAVEK
EETIRVWEZFEADN. BTOFAFTHEBAZICHR->TS>THE
TWeDh AL EB>THRELRWVWIEEHD, IEVLWRRTIEROU
TKNTWBL5TY,

Heiji is super fine as usual! We are getting to know the meaning of
the saying, “The more attention a child needs, the cuter he seems
to get”. We adore Heiji who is bossy at home but submissive
elsewhere, and easily gets carried away.

Now that he is living with only cats, we would like to welcome a
dog friend for him.
(BRAZIL is a son of PINE living in Sasayama ARK.)

EREFEHEZEDLSTTINSIEVWTT I FONNDFIFETENEL
SZEMNKLbM>TEE U,
AFBTHFEDOFIANETCEHEELRLWTT,

ERIFBEND EDETFBDT, ROKEZBZIZWEB>TWE
¥,
(TR BLF—ITEST/ AV OFH, T—I% T5IYL)

Home needed

Shiratama : Female aged 14
USTeE | XR 14i%

You cannot believe her age, she looks so young. She is such an adorable cat,
very friendly and begs everyone to stroke her. She is looking for a forever home
where she can get all the love to herself.

ERMERLITRVWELLWLSIEE, ARMDETHICTD HETT~ O
RIEDNTEBZHZ AL TI,
BEZHMOESTEEZERNEDNDETLSIC,

137 ) A
Sakura (Clarissa)

K507V Y)

Clarissa, renamed Sakura, is fine. She sleeps well and eats a lot!
Checking ARK's website from time to time, | noticed that most of
the Sakura’s siblings have gone to forever homes.

I3V T H5RH, SLEEFETHTRTI, LFKETLCBRE
T IRFRICHPZERUTXI D, S<S5DO—EELVWRAERLED
ibﬁ:no

N —
=

Kinpira & Hokuro / > ES &R0

Kinpira and Hokuro became our family members last July.

It’s been half a year since then, and we celebrated the new year
in peace.

These two pretty girls are full of energy. Hokuro is more chubby
than before while Kinpira can jump higher.

FEE7TRICFYESER7OZBIANK U,
BNDSHFED L, BERFLZMIZEN TER U
BEEDTRTY, MI7AREDZLKBIC FYEPARELD I v
VT NMELE U,

Recently, Olav smiles on his walk without slobbering or having the
runny nose he had before.

He likes to stay indoors and tries to return soon even if he’s just
gone out into the garden.

Since he walks around most actively in the morning, we leave all
the doors open, so that he can go in and out freely. He is able to
walk upstairs to the second and third floor mezzanine by himself,
although he soon comes back in a hurry. He still seems to be a
bit nervous, but we do not see his saliva on the floor these days.

When he lies down, he soon falls asleep. Since he often shivers
with fear, we understand that he will need more time to settle into
his new home. No matter what he does, we have fallen in love with
him. He is such an adorable baby for us.

We will do our best to encourage him to enjoy walking, and wait
patiently for the day when we will be able to see his very best
smile, like the one he showed us in Sasayama.

AZT7TILNBHSHRICRKIY L BERRD, XKBIFRESND
LS B>TETVET,

AZT7EBBRERARYICAYRTIRT, BICHTHESIKESSELE
ER
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P2 SEETEN > TWIBESICHB>TEE U, FIERERF
ETBAICVWTRTCTROTEFTIN, KOIY LIEFRGLIED=E
UTeo
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HD.FRFEL-EVWSREUTIMN AZLTWTHERICATEWNA
7, WEPAIHE WTT 1,
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Happy New Year

May the new year be a happy one for y
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I know it’s Sunday.

Are you sitting comfortably with food and something to drink? It’s
going to be a long one. Because never has there been a tale of
such woe, than that of me and my doggo.

PS: Ditch the soft drink and get the scotch. No seriously. Get The
Scotch.

Today started well enough with our regular morning walk and
exercise around Yoshida. | was pleasantly surprised yet pleased
with Sasuke. | try not to have any expectations on our walks just
take them one at a time; poop and pee, exercise or enrichment or
all three together.

We settled into our routine when its my day off, cleaning, study-
ing, general quiet time and some play time together. One early
evening when we met up with a friend of mine for a picnic by the
river, we walked to Shijo. All fine so far.

hahahahahaha... cue extinction disaster movie.

We walked our usual route back from Kawaramachi up to Sanjo
and it was there the worst heart stopping moment happened.
Duh. duh. duh. He slipped his harness and ran off. He ran off
down the river bank into the reed bed and attacked/played with
an otter who in turn decided to take his displeasure out on me and
the little f****r bit me. Sasuke, henceforth known as ‘the little s**t’,
ran off and into the Kamogawa River. Nothing worked. He would
not come back.

He, would NOT, return. So | jumped into the Kamogawa in front
of everybody who was sitting on the embankment having a quiet
evening to be now entertained by a foreigner who could not re-
call her Japanese dog. Actually the recall works fine usually, but
Sasuke, the little s**t, just ignored me and swam in circles in the
middle of the river having the time of his life. He then decided to
go to the other side of the river! run, jump and bounce around and
then swim back. All the while | am just under waist deep in the
river trying to grab him.

| miss.
He swims right past me. (Little s**t.)

Back to the embankment with the (rightly so) psychotic otter (lit-
tle f****r) which is where | finally manage in a sheer feat of, | don’t
know - anger, frustration, embarrassment, spurt of energy, to
catch him by his collar and the scruff of his neck. Sasuke that is.
No way am | going head to head with a psychotic otter. | know my
limits. So | chose the belligerent dog.

I manage to get Sasuke’s harness back on him to utter silence and
disdainful judgement from the crowd above. Well — who cares? |
got my dog, I'm soaked through to the skin, have an hour’s walk
back home squelching all the way and have been shamed and
traumatized by a deranged and psychotic otter. Judgement be
damned.

So | leash him up and we start the long embarrassing squelching
walk of shame back home. To his credit Sasuke had the time of his
life. To mine ? Well | haven’t drunk this full bottle of whiskey yet,
so, you know. Bonus.

The reason why | share this story is because a) this is now my life
and b) stuff like this is going to happen and can happen at any
point as a dog owner. Ignore the people who are clearly judging
you — judge them back for not helping!! Your dog isn’'t going to
listen to you 100% of the time 24/7, 365 days a year- so get over
it. Take it as a learning experience, don’t encourage that behav-
iour but don’t berate your dog. Try to see the funny side and don’t
dwell on it — trust me — your dog isn’t! And above all else. Keep
that bottle of scotch or whiskey close by when you get home!

Note: Sasuke is a Hokkaido-ken, which alongside Akita-ken,
Shiba-ken, Kishu-ken, Kai-ken, Shikoku-ken, is one of the six Jap-
anese dog breeds protected as national treasures. The Hokkaido-
ken is noted for its alertness and bravery; able to face bears or
wild boar in the wild and able to fish for salmon in rivers. Its thick
undercoat means it can withstand very low temperatures such
as found in the Hokkaido winter. Adopting one may take time to
adjust to you and your family but once bonded, they are devoted
and loyal.

Maybe Sasuke’s adventures in the river, just illustrate his Hokkai-
do heritage.

Sasuke Update

How are you?

Sasuke and | are well thank you, he has received the all clear from
the vet regarding his surgery on a benign tumor he had on his
paw.

| would like to add that living with Sasuke has been a very steep
learning curve and one | would gladly repeat every moment of (in-
cluding the time he destroyed my Burberry coat - | went crying to
the Burberry shop assistant to ask them to fix it. They did. Phew!).

He is the reason | enjoy work, going for long walks (with him of
course) and why | no
longer take myself seri-
ously, because how can |
when he has dumped me
in the Kamogawa in front
of the whole of Kyoto?!

Here are some pictures of
my cookie bear (he looks
like a caramel cookie).

Please take care and stay
safe!
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ARK Accounts April 1st 2019 - March 31st 2020

X HDER Expenses in Japanese yen

fakb- 2y v THEE Staff Salaries 54,383,485
RE-BEREE Travel Expenses 4,772,286
BEE Telephone / Postage / Takkyubin 855,908
FIR - E¥EFEm Printing / Office supplies 491,148
— i EFEm General Supplies 0
2ig-EEE Maintenance / Repairs 753,489
HYIA Fuel 1,511,631
KEHEE Utilities 2,961,545
afER Rent 6,063,824
fRIER} Insurance 122,360
XINFEE Payment fees 2,007,119
FILFIR Interest expense 307,247
IRt -fTHEL -7 1E  Consultancy fees 1,348,426
HP-FC- 1> 5—ryNEHFFF} IT Maintenance & Security 0
DEGTVNES Taxes 1,741,058
ENEE Animal Transport Costs 218,096
B RS Veterinary Fees 7,387,005
BYRRE Animal Food 35,148
BEEESR Animal Cage Supplies 682,016
LSHIEES Legal expenses 1,000,000
PR-A~>NEF PR & Events 772,898
Za—RALY—ERCETREE  Newsletter Production 2,210,380
L5 —1Erk-ERIE Calendar Production 2,771,407
ZOMERFETAERE  Other Goods Production 0
B Miscellaneous 42,800
XH&E Total Expenditure 92,439,276
=k 53 Fund expenses 0
BEXZHAE Current Expenditure TOTAL 92,439,276

nimal lover and long term supporter Lady Dewi Sukarno,
Avowing not to let COVID-19 take away the important things in
life, held her annual charity Christmas party in support of Eva and
ARK in December 2020.
Elizabeth Oliver was unable to attend and was represented by
ARK board member Mary Corbett. We were heartened by nu-
merous messages of support in these
difficult times.
Staff were permitted to sell goods in
the reception area and achieved sales
of 60,000 yen.
After introductions from both groups,
Lady Dewi presented one million yen
to each. ARK would like to express our
deepest gratitude to Lady Dewi for her
continued support.

URA DER

Income

—=E Membership 660,000

Ffte- ZERMBBIRSE Donation +Subsidy 105,721,825

Y UF a7 IEM Sanctuary

BEESM Legacy donation

HhLyd—5EE Calendar sales

EESEaY Operational income 14,428,154

Z DDA Miscellaneous income 1,604,166

IRAEE Total Income 122,414,145
BUHAIR AR Balance brought forward (previous) 428,011,067
LEAIN#=%E  Current Income expenditure balance 29,974,869
RARAR AR Balance brought forward (next) 457,985,936

ORANGE THRIFTY (AL>Y AU7574—)
HE-UYAIILYayv T TALY I RY 7T 40— SAEFEDOS
RERKBEEZEDSHFMICED 7=xILLT72—YERE) OXEE
RBEEEFvYUTA—EHET>CEDET,
CHEMNEFZYOHEE. HFUIEHPZZEfZE W,

T657-0027

A TT# XK FHT3-1-208

ALY IZYTT4— TARKHE,

TEL: (078)858-7090

E-mail: othriftyrokko@aol.com

HP: http://kobe-haberdashery.com
Jothriftyrokko/

.
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Badger passed over Rainbow Bridge in autumn 2008 but he
continues to send his letter to ARK.

Pandemic puppies? What next we may ask? As people in
many countries face lockdowns, meaning they have to stay
home, avoid all but essential shopping trips, limited exercise
opportunities, work from home, no school for kids, lives virtu-
ally turned upside-down. How do they cope? Enter pandemic
puppies. Although in our normal lives we might think twice
about taking on a new puppy with all the training this involves,
not to mention all the mess we have to clear up, suddenly we
have time on our hands to welcome a new family member.
As a result, in the UK for example, puppy prices have sky-
rocketed by three or four times pre-lockdown rates, there are
no puppies on sale and popular breeds of dogs are being
stolen, from right under their owner’s noses, as never before.

Certainly puppies make a wonderful addition to our family
but all too often people make mistakes early in this adop-
tion process which can lead to problems later in that dog’s
life. Although we are hoping that puppy becomes an instant
best buddy, we need to take things slowly, especially in the
socialization process, at first. Remember that up to now that
little puppy has only known its mother and siblings. Remove
it from that warm nest and thrust it into the hurly-burly of a
human household with kids, people, different noises and
smells, it can be, overwhelming for that little pup. We call this
“flooding,” too many new things all at once, these need to be
spaced out over time.

For first-time owners, as many of these “lockdown” people
are, it would be far better that they consider adopting an
older dog who is laid-back, calm, well-mannered, who can
cope with changes and make a wonderful family companion.
Of course even older dogs take time to adjust, but it’s easier
to deal with a dog whose size, character, and behaviour pat-
terns are already formed.

Shelters worldwide are now dreading the influx of post-lock-
down unruly dogs, who resent the absence of their owners,
now back at work, away from home. They will suffer separa-
tion anxiety, from being suddenly left alone. This leads them
to resort to bad behaviour: barking, howling, gnawing the
house and furniture, even pooing and peeing in the wrong
place. It is important that before lockdown ends, these own-
ers allow their dogs to get used to being alone by giving them
some space by themselves, by leaving them alone for gradu-
ally longer periods, with a selection of interactive toys to keep
them occupied. Never before has the adage,” a Dog is for
Life,” had so much meaning, it is a lifetime commitment.
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